Northwich Cemetery former Chapels of Rest

Within Northwich (Witton) Cemetery there are two identical former Chapels of Rest. These date back over 100 years and were used for the purpose of storing bodies prior to interment.

These buildings are much admired for their architectural  interest . They are currently used for Council Meetings.

Unfortunately due to an act of vandalism recently the windows of both Chapels were extensively smashed and broken leaving large holes in the beautiful leaded windows
which are a prime feature of the Chapel along with their sandstone construction. Replacement will come at some considerable cost to the Council Tax payers.

Fortunately, CCTV is in operation covering these lovely buildings, and
footage captured of the incident and has been handed to our local Police for
further investigation.
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Remembrance Sunday 8th November 2020

Previous years in Northwich has seen large crowds gathering for the Parade,
Church service, and Act of Remembrance at the Cenotaph to commemorate
those who gave the ultimate sacrifice in all conflicts. There can be in excess of
50 memorial wreaths laid. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic this event has had to be
scaled back significantly this November. Discussions have taken place with the main
stakeholders being Northwich Town Council, the Royal British Legion and St Helen’s Church
who are  arranging a Church service and laying of wreaths inside the Church on
behalf of local organisations.

Attendance in Church is strictly limited and will be by invitation only.
The wreaths will be removed to the Cenotaph by Council staff
Other organisations who wish to personally lay their wreath at the Cenotaph may do
so, observing social distancing rules at all times and it is hoped they will ‘stagger’ 
their visits to the Cenotaph throughout the day.

It is hoped that filming via webcam may be broadcast to view by those people in their homes who would normally attend, and will be uploaded onto social media platforms.


Tree of Lights

As in previous years, this informal gathering within the Cemetery is much loved
by local people who gather to remember their loved ones in the run up to
Christmas and is normally held early in December. Weeks beforehand people
are invited to name their loved ones on a special star which is placed on a large
holly tree just inside the Cemetery gates.
A short service is held to read out the names of those remembered and the
tree is lit for the remainder of the Christmas period. This is followed by music
and refreshments compliments of Northwich Town Council and is a wonderful
occasion for people to get together. Unfortunately, as with the Remembrance
event, this will have to be scaled back this year, and be filmed. The stars will be
placed as usual and all names read out during filming, but due to social distancing
regulations it will not be possible for friends to gather. It is with great sadness
this has to be the course of action, but hopefully 2021 will see the return of this
very popular event.


Verdin Park Refurbishment
[bookmark: _GoBack]
 refurbishment of the Play Area in this Park are now completed. Thanks to
Grant funding from Veolia and investment from both Cheshire West and Chester
Council and Northwich Town Council, it is hoped that the newly installed play
equipment will be enjoyed by many for years to come
Feedback from the public has been very positive, and once the finishing touches
are added we will finally be able to open for everyone to enjoy.
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