



NORTHWICH TOWN COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD ON MONDAY 3rd APRIL 2023  
Present: 

Cllr G Emmett
 


Town Mayor
Councillors: 

Cllr A Cooper



Cllr Mrs A Lockett




Cllr Mrs O Dean



Cllr Ms J MacDonald
Cllr Ms A Gerrard



Cllr M McNamee
Cllr B Holland



Cllr A Stott
Cllr Mrs J Illidge



Cllr D Bowden
Cllr L Siddall




Cllr Ms R Waterman
Cllr Ms J Thomas




Also present:
Chris Shaw


Town Clerk


Liza Clansey


Assistant Town Clerk


Cath Kirwan


Finance Officer/Town Clerks PA



NTC 22/141 
 CLLR D BOWDEN

Cllr Bowden gave a moving farewell speech. Cllr Bowden has spent the last 16 years as a Northwich Town Councillor. He said he has had some tremendous years and seen lots of change over that time.  NTC is a Council that is getting things done. He said we are a very diverse Council with a range of interest and energy and focused on the town and making it a better place. Cllr Bowden has been involved in many projects, such as the Riversdale Bridge and The Town Plan.  He said Chris and the team go way beyond their job description. Theresa’s farewell on Friday was like a family farewell. Chris has been around a while now and Cllr Bowden can’t say he’s the best Town Clerk in the country, but he is number 1. The way Chris taps into funds to help the town is amazing. He said we are very lucky to have this Council and team.  It has been a privilege to work for NTC. Derek said his farewell and left the meeting. The Mayor said he has made such a difference to everyone in his time on the Council.

NTC 22/142 
 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE OR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr S Bennett, Cllr Mrs K Cernik, Cllr R Cernik,
Cllr S Naylor and Cllr Miss C Fox. Cllr T Melville was not present.
NTC 22/143
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members to declare any interest under the following categories:



•
Pecuniary Interest

•
Outside Bodies Interest

•
Family, Friend or Close Associate interest
Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr. G. Emmett   Town Mayor

Cllr A Cooper declared an interest in any matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council

Cllr Ms A Gerrard declared an interest in any matters relating to Rudheath Parish Council

Cllr Mrs O Dean declared an interest in any matters relating to Rudheath Parish Council
NTC 22/144
OPEN FORUM

There were no speakers
NTC 22/145 SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Monday 6th March 2023 be confirmed and approved as a true and accurate record. 
Proposed by Cllr Andy Stott and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Illiage, all agreed
Minutes to be signed by the Mayor
NTC 22/146
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

To note Policy and Operations Committee meeting held on Tuesday 7th March 2023

Noted by Cllr Cooper
To note Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on Monday 20th March 2023 

Noted by Cllr Jane Thomas
To note Planning & Environment Committee meeting held on Tuesday 28th March 2023

Noted by Cllr Andy Stott
 NTC 22/147     TOWN MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS
	There were  5

events attended by the Town Mayor and Deputy during March



	
	
	

	Monday 6th March
	Victoria Road School
	Children’s assembly

	Tuesday14th March
	Cheshire Police
	Mini Police Assentation Evening

	Thursday 16th March
	Cheshire Best Kept Station
	Awards Presentation

	Tuesday 21st March
	Cheshire Police
	Mini Police Assentation Awards

	Sunday 26th March 
	Northwich Rotary Club
	Charity Swimathon Deputy Mayor attended


Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr. G. Emmett   Town Mayor

Cllr waterman jointed the meeting at 18.12
NTC 22/148   TOWN CLERKS REPORT
Northwich Skatepark 

All the plans for the skatepark have now been received with costs, we will be holding a final consultation event on April 5th from 3.00 pm - 7.00 pm in the Condate room.

After this Council will make the final decision and award the contract for the works to start as soon as possible.
Friendly Bench

The friendly bench will be installed in Vickersway Park from the 4th April.
Bridge Lighting 

Town Bridge will be illuminated on Friday 31st March to mark the end of Brain Tumour Awareness month.
Grub Club 

The first Grub Club will take place on Thursday 6th April in Barons Quay from 5.00 pm - 10.00pm 
Vickersway Park

Vickersway Park shop has now opened since 1st April for games and refreshments.
Easter Egg Hunt  

The annual Easter Egg Hunt will take place in Vickersway Park on 9th April 10.00 am – 4.00 pm 

NTC 22/149
AMENITIES FEES FOR  2023-24 

Further to Finance agreeing the forthcoming Amenities Fees, these were presented to Full Council and all approved.
Proposed Cllr A Cooper and seconded Ms J MacDonald, all agreed
NTC 22/150
CEMETERY FEES FOR  2023-24 

Further to Finance agreeing the forthcoming Cemetery Fees, these were presented to Full Council and all agreed.
Proposed Ms J Thomas, seconded by Cllr B Holland, all agreed

Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr. G. Emmett   Town Mayor

NTC 22/151
GRANT APPLICATION

We have received an application for Grants from the fundraising search technician at Cheshire Search & Rescue for PPE to ensure they keep the members safe. 

The team is 100% volunteers assisting in the emergency services available 24/7 365 days a year covering all 904 square miles of Cheshire, looking for missing and vulnerable people.

The late Mayor Kevin Rimmer has a balance of £1100.00 in his Mayoral account and the PPE for 28 ELEV8 Helmets comes to £1000.00.

Finance agreed the Mayors charity balance of £1100.00 could be used to support this vital service in paying for the helmets.

Proposed by Cllr Ms A Gerrard, seconded by Cllr Mrs J Illidge, all agreed

Cllr Ms R Waterman said there are a lot of people asking “What are councils for” this is a good example of things we can do to help other organisations. We will invite Cheshire Search and Rescue in to be presented with a payment.

NTC 22/152
MARCH 2023 INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT

Members to approve JDH Business Services Second Interim Report, Issues, recommendations and follow ups. Some of the follow ups are on going and will be completed as and when they have been updated.
Approve by Cllr Ms J Thomas, seconded by Cllr A Stott, all agreed
NTC 22/153
CW&C COUNCILLOR UPDATES
Cllr A Cooper reminded everyone of the forthcoming elections on May the 4th and that photo ID will be required to vote.

NTC 22/154
 OUTSIDE BODIES
Pokémon Toppers

Cllr L Siddall commented on the great day his children and he had on the Pokémon hunt through town - Toppers of Northwich have covered posts around town for the children to hunt, he said there were lots of people participating and it was a good community feel in the town. Shops were giving out free Pokémon balls. TC will send information to Cllr Mrs A Locket.

HS2

Cllr A Cooper reported on attending Parliament along with the Mayor regarding HS2 partition. There were two points raised, firstly against traffic mitigation and asking for a statutory undertaking that in the course of the reconstruction the A556 they would not close more than one road at any one time and secondly transparency around any ground surveys carried out.
Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr. G. Emmett   Town Mayor

HS2 do not intend on closing more than one road at a time but do not want to be tied down to this in a statutory undertaking, the issue with this is what they intend to do and what actually happens when the sub-contractors start on site which might be completely different, and a statutory undertaking would stop any chance of this. HS2 also said this was a matter for highways at CW&C not NTC.
On the ground conditions survey, they argued that it was disproportionate to require a major engineering project like this to subject them to an academic period review, Cllr A Cooper argued there were special circumstances in Cheshire case because of the unique nature of the brine substance, they argued that the last salt mine in Northwich was closed in 1929, this has now been corrected and shows on record that in fact this continued until 2006.
They also confirmed that it is common practice to carry out fazed surveys in more detail of ground conditions as time goes on. Cllr Cooper said that this would need to be published in a timely manner and form that they can be subjected to act on a clearer view. It would be beneficial if HS2 could cover costs for us to carry out our own independent valuation of the evidence. 
It is for the Bill Commission to decide if our petition is reasonable or not. We will get a response in due course. 

Cllr A Cooper thanked Cllr B Holland and Cllr G Emmett for their help.
Cllr B Holland said the Latch Denis presentation at Parliament is on the 17th of April and shown on the internet.

Cllr G Emmett said it was a very interesting day and Cllr A Cooper did a splendid job.
Theresa Cash, Retirement

ATC gave thanks on behalf of Theresa for all her kind wishes, gifts and retirement gatherings, she was really overwhelmed by everyone’s kindness.
NTC 22/155
 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Date of the next Full Council Meeting will be confirmed by TC in due course.


Part B

In accordance with Local Government Act Public Admittance to Meetings Act 1960, the following agenda items are to be considered in the absence of Press and Public
NTC 22/156
 MAYORS OUTSTANDING ACHEIVEMENT AWARD
Members discussed in detail the option of introducing a Mayors Outstanding Achievement Award to be introduced to the Council.
Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr. G. Emmett   Town Mayor

Meeting ended at 7.30pm
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