
NORTHWICH TOWN COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD ON MONDAY 6th June 2023  
Present: 

Cllr Jane Thomas
 


Town Mayor
Councillors: 

Cllr Joanne Callaghan


Cllr Andy Kent

Cllr Kate Cernik



Cllr Julie Macdonald

Cllr Bob Cernik



Cllr Tom Melville

Cllr Andrew Cooper



Cllr Sam Naylor

Cllr Olwyn Dean



Cllr Patricia Parkes

Cllr Graham Emmett


Cllr Arthur Neil

Cllr Catherine Fox



Cllr Lee Siddall

Cllr Catriona Stewart


Cllr Andy Stott

Cllr Rachel Waterman

Also present:
Chris Shaw




Town Clerk
Liza Clansey




Assistant Town Clerk
NTC 23/01 
 PAST MAYORS BADGE PRESENTATION
Mayor Cllr Jane Thomas presented Cllr Graham Emmett with his Past Mayors badge, she said it has been a pleasure working alongside Graham this last year and learning from him. Graham expressed how much he had enjoyed being Mayor the past year.

NTC 23/02 
 CHESHIRE SEARCH AND RESCUE
Two representatives from Cheshire Search and Rescue Team were presented with a cheque from the Mayor for £1100.00 towards  PPE ELEV8 helmets. This funding was from the late Mayor Cllr Kevin Rimmer’s charity account. 

 

Cheshire Search and Rescue was formed in 2004 following the disappearance of a teenage girl and started as a group of community spirited individuals with little more than high visibility jackets and torches. Today, the team takes pride in being extremely well trained and equipped and committed to maintaining professional standards and developing the team and individual members to make an even greater contribution to the people of Cheshire.

The primary function of the team is to assist Cheshire Police with searches for vulnerable missing people. But the team also has capability for flood response, evidence searching and assisting other emergency services as the need arises.
Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Jane Thomas   Town Mayor

Covering all 904 square miles (2.34 billion square metres) of Cheshire, the varied terrain includes rural land, towns and cities, moorland, forest, and some very steep ground. This means members must be prepared to tackle areas far different to the Cheshire Plains.

NTC 23/03 
 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE OR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Alison Gerrard, Cllr Janet Illidge & Cllr Amy Lockett
NTC 23/04
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members to declare any interest under the following categories:



•
Pecuniary Interest

•
Outside Bodies Interest

•
Family, Friend or Close Associate interest

Cllr Andrew Cooper declared an interest in any matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council
Cllr Sam Naylor declared an interest in any matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council

Cllr Arthur Neil declared an interest in any matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council

Cllr Olwyn Dean declared an interest in any matters relating to Rudheath Parish Council

NTC 23/05
OPEN FORUM

There were no speakers
NTC 23/06 SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Monday 3rd April 2023 be confirmed and approved as a true and accurate record. 
Proposed by Cllr Olwyn Dean and seconded by Cllr Kate Cernik, all agreed.
The minutes of the Town and Parish meeting held on Friday 6th May 2023 and the minutes of the AGM held on Monday 15th May 2023 be confirmed and approved as a true and accurate record.
Proposed by Cllr Bob Cernik and seconded by Cllr Patricia Parkes, all agreed.
Minutes were signed by the Mayor at the end of the meeting.
Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Jane Thomas   Town Mayor

NTC 23/07
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

To note Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on Monday 22nd of May  2023 

Noted by Cllr Lee Siddall
To note Planning & Environment Committee meeting held on Monday 29th of May 2023

Noted by Cllr Andy Stott
 NTC 23/08     TOWN MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS
	There were 

events attended by the Town Mayor and Deputy during May



	
	
	

	Sunday 7th May 2023
	Barons Quay, Northwich
	Kings Coronation Event

	Monday 8th May
	Lostock Lodge
	Jubilee Celebrations

	Sunday 21st May 2023
	Chester Cathedral, Chester
	Annual Civic Service

	Saturday 27th May 2023
	Northwich Cricket Club
	Afternoon Tea

	Friday 26th June 2023
	Church Walk Paddling Pool
	Promotion for Northwich River Festival

	Wednesday 31st May 2023
	Church Walk Playground
	Accessible Roundabout opening


NTC 23/08   TOWN CLERKS REPORT
Northwich Skatepark 

Final plans have now been agreed with the contractor and we are hoping to begin the build mid-June. Construction will be around 9 weeks weather permitting and I will keep members informed with regular updates. 

Friendly Bench
The Friendly bench is now fully installed and was officially opened by the Town Mayor on Friday 2nd June, representatives also attended from the Care Community and the Friendly Bench organisation. A big thank you to Cllr Kate Cernik who was influential in getting the funding with the Care Community.

Grub Club/Spring Food Festival 

These events continue to be popular and are well attended, we will continue to offer support to the event organiser. 

Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Jane Thomas   Town Mayor

Vickersway Park
Shop is now fully open and being well used.

Church Walk Paddling Pool 

Church walk paddling pool opened on Saturday 27th May, the booking system is working well and this year bookings are being taken through the Visit Northwich website.

Kings Coronation  

The Kings Coronation took place in Barons Square on Sunday 7th May and was well attended with crowds listening to Roberts Bakery Band, acoustic performances and violin and saxophone players 

Accessible Roundabout 

The town Mayor officially opened the newly installed accessible roundabout at Church Walk play area on Wednesday 31st May along with representatives from Oakmere Toyota who part funded the purchase and installation.

Verdin Park Music Festival 

Next weekend we have the Verdin Park music festival taking place on Friday/Saturday /Sunday, this is promising to be a fantastic event with and amazing line up of artists set to perform.

We have a fairground, food, Hush brewery bar, prosecco, wine, coffee, cakes and much more.
Verdin Park Gates

The railings next to Verdin Park gates have now been painted and are looking really good at the entrance to the park.
NTC 23/09
JDH SECOND INTERNAL AUDIT 22-23 

Members were presented with JDH Second Internal Audit 22/23 showing issues raised, recommendations and our follow-ups which are yet to be completed. 
Proposed Cllr Catherine Fox and seconded Tom Melville, all agreed
NTC 23/10
GIVE AND GAIN 

In previous years Northwich Town Council and partners have worked together to improve areas and tidy up grot spots around the town. Following discussions, a few members have asked what the possibility is of NTC looking at starting this initiative again. 

Members were passionate to move this forward. This was discussed at length and ideas such as involving local businesses, local organisations, and the community.   Identifying key sites. Identifying key groups. Talking with private landowners. Considering the public health issues. Seeing if funding is available in some areas. Long term maintenance in some areas. Pride in maintaining areas by community and maybe a competition for best areas. Setting up a subgroup to report back to Council. The name of the committee will also be decided at the first meeting.
Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Jane Thomas   Town Mayor

18.26 – Cllr Graham Emmitt left the meeting

Sub Group to consist of : Cllr Olwyn Dean, Cllr Lee Siddall, Cllr Joanne Callaghan, Cllr Arthur Neil, and Cllr Sam Naylor  

Meeting:  in the council offices Wednesday 21st June at 6pm

Proposed by Cllr Olwyn Dean, seconded by Cllr Catherine Fox, all agreed.
18.32 Cllr Graham Emmitt jointed the meeting again
NTC 23/11
CW&C COUNCILLOR UPDATES
Cllr Arthur Neil has been speaking with Castle residents and has also been speaking to a bus company regarding the bus routes. 
Cllr Sam Naylor commented that this was the first meeting since the elections, and he’s really pleased with the mix of NTC councillors. CW&C are just getting back into things since the election.

Cllr Andrew Cooper has been doing a lot of casework. 
Bollington Avenue in Leftwich has had incorrect signpost since the properties were built and in poor state and rusting. With help from Cllr Joanne Callaghan this sign now looks great and correctly displays the right numbers. 
The groundwork at Weaver Square has started. Once this is completed, they will establish what height/build they will be able to construct depending on ground conditions. 

The library continues to move forward. They have found a lot of asbestos on site. Weaver Hall continues to remain the temporary library for now and is doing a really good job.  

Dane Valley open forest continues to move on, and fingers crossed planting will be in September. 
The railway station is being rebuilt. Northern rail has still not come back regarding the application for the disabled and pram access. There is a Mid Cheshire rial meeting due soon.
Cllr Olwyn Dean updated members that many of the potholes around Rudheath are being filled. Rudheath and Northwich and Shipbrook Road are being resurfaced. Cllr Sam Naylor said the contractors filling in the potholes in Rudheath are doing a really good job.

Cllr Patricia Parkes commented that future building developments should put roads back in the condition they were before the heavy vehicles damage the roads during building work instead of being allowed to leave them in such a poor state.  
Cllr Lee Siddall asked Cllr Sam Naylor for an update regarding the River Weaver and River Dee. Cllr Naylor chaired a task group and has been working on river pollution in Cheshire rivers and open water swimming for the last two years. CW&C are also looking into water quality and river pollution. The next step will be to look at the River Weaver. Cllr Siddall said there is no data available regarding the state of the rivers. If Cllr Siddall can get together some information Cllr Naylor will look at this.
Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Jane Thomas   Town Mayor

NTC 23/12
 OUTSIDE BODIES
Cllr Olwyn Dean informed members that the Rudheath Clerk is off sick at the moment and any contact should be made with Cllr Olwyn Dean or Cllr Alison Gerrard until she returns.

Cllr Graham Emmett asked Cllr Olwyn Dean for an update on St Johns Field – Rudheath PC applied for an asset of community value status which was granted. NPL requested a freedom of information request. They were trying to prove that CW&C had not followed procedure.   NPL have now withdrawn their objection as they were informed everything had been carried out correctly by CW&C.  This does not in itself stop the development going forward. NPL with either press ahead or they will try and sell the land. Rudheath PC are now working with someone that has experience in this field and hope that they will be able to help.
Cllr Bob Cernik reported that ELSEP Lostock planning application was refused back in December last year by the secretary of state. Last month they put in an almost identical proposal with an increase in the amount of material they wanted to burn.  There was not a lot of difference between the last proposal and the new one. Cllr Bob Cernik has sent a letter on behalf of NTC saying there is no credible mitigation sited that go anyway towards addressing our concerns that we expressed in our original letter of objection along with a copy of the original letter.
The Mayor thanked Councillors for their hard work regarding this.
NTC 23/13
 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Date of the next Full Council Meeting will be Monday 3rd July at 6pm.
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 7.30pm.

Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Jane Thomas   Town Mayor
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