
NORTHWICH TOWN COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD ON MONDAY 3rd July 2023  
Present: 

Cllr Kate Cernik
 


Dept Town Mayor
Councillors: 

Cllr Joanne Callaghan


Cllr Arthur Neil
Cllr Bob Cernik



Cllr Lee Siddall
Cllr Andrew Cooper



Cllr Catriona Stewart
Cllr Graham Emmett


Cllr Andy Stott
Cllr Janet Illidge



Cllr Rachel Waterman 
Cllr Andy Kent

Also present:
Chris Shaw




Town Clerk
Liza Clansey




Assistant Town Clerk
NTC 23/14 
 LONG SERVICE AWARD
Dept Mayor Cllr Kate Cernik congratulated Employee Simon Ashbrook for his 40 years of service with NTC and commented he must have seen lots of changes over the past 40 years. He was thanked for his dedication, hard work and committed to NTC. Simon thanked other staff members and the Council for their hard work. Cllr Kate Cernik presented Simon with a framed letter signed by the Mayor and engraved crystal whisky glass.

NTC 23/15 
 TO RECEIVE A PRESENTATION FROM PEAK CLUSTER
John Egan from Progressive Energy Ltd & Gillian Sinclair from Lostock Sustainable Energy Plant presented the Council with slides and future plans for Peak Cluster. They are a cluster of companies collaborating to deliver at a scale industrial decarbonisation at six sites by 2030. Peak Cluster will capture and transport carbon dioxide emissions to be stored permanently under the seabed.
Peak Cluster cement and lime facilities together produce 40% of the UKs lime and cement. Supporting around 1000 direct jobs, and emit 3 million tonnes of Co2 per year. Account over 23% of emissions in Derbyshire and Staffordshire.
Lostock Sustainable Energy Plant will emit 0.6 million tonnes of CO2 per year.

The optimum decarbonisation options are – shutting down plants or Carbon Capture and Storage or Relocate production.
Cllr Bob Cernik highlighted some of the objections NTC had made regarding the Lostock plant.  
John Egan and Gillan answered various questions raised by members and said they would come back to Council again with further updates in the future.

Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Kate Cernik Dept Town Mayor

NTC 23/16 
 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE OR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Alison Gerrard, Cllr Amy Lockett, Cllr Olwyn 

Dean, Cllr Catherine Fox, Cllr Julie MacDonald, Cllr Sam Naylor, Cllr Patricia Parks, Cllr 

Jane Thomas. Cllr Tom Melville was not present.
NTC 23/16
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members to declare any interest under the following categories:



•
Pecuniary Interest

•
Outside Bodies Interest

•
Family, Friend or Close Associate interest

Cllr Andrew Cooper declared an interest in any matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council.
Cllr Arthur Neil declared an interest in any matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council.
NTC 23/17
OPEN FORUM

There were no speakers.
NTC 23/18 SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Monday 5th of June 2023 be confirmed and approved as a true and accurate record with the following amendments:
Cllr Olwyn Dean and Cllr Patricia Parks declared an interest in matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council.
Proposed by Cllr Graham Emmett and seconded by Cllr Arthur Neil, all agreed.
The minutes of the Extraordinary meeting held on Friday 23rd of June 2023 be confirmed and approved as a true and accurate record.
Proposed by Cllr Lee Siddall and seconded by Cllr Andy Stott, all agreed.
Minutes were signed by the Dept Mayor at the end of the meeting.
NTC 23/19
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

To note Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on Monday 19th of June 2023 

Noted by Cllr Lee Siddall
To note Planning & Environment Committee meeting held on Monday 20th of June 2023

Noted by Cllr Andy Stott

Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Kate Cernik Dept Town Mayor

 NTC 23/20     TOWN MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS
	There were events attended by the Town Mayor and Deputy during June



	2nd June
	The Friendly Bench opening, Vickersway Park


	Photograph to launch The Friendly Bench



	8th June
	Krazy Races Launch, Verdin Park
	Photograph to launch the Krazy Races! Exciting times and looking forward to the actual event!

	13th June
	Grozone, Northwich


	Big Green Week event to see all the great environmental and sustainable activities that are happening at The Grozone Northwich.

	16th June
	Freedom Ceremony, Northwich Town Council


	Thank you to all attended. Stunning words from Sam, Andrew and Paul to show our appreciation for a stunning former Councillor and now Freeman of the town. It was a lovely ceremony and many thanks to our amazing staff for putting on a lovely spread to celebrate this achievement.

	16th June
	146 Squadron

	The Mayor attended this ceremony to show my support and appreciation of these remarkable young cadets. The range of opportunities that these youngsters are awarded is immense thanks to the outstanding dedication of staff volunteers. Northwich 146 consistently scores in the top 5 squadrons county wide – over 950 different sections in the country.

The cadets are able to enjoy courses on:

Radio communications, Cyber communications, Leadership, music, first aid, swimming, shooting, flying, D of E and complete BTech qualifications

They are an amazing group of individuals and if anyone can spare the time to visit and see what they do, you would be extremely impressed! They would be really happy to have other volunteers to support this group.

	20th June
	Northwich Skate Park, Northwich
	Thank you to those who came!



Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Kate Cernik Dept Town Mayor

	20th June
	Mid Cheshire Scouts AGM, Northwich Cricket Club, Moss Farm


	Another amazing group of volunteers who support our children from the age of 4 years. There are currently 1199 scouts in mid-Cheshire; 897 children and 302 adult supporters.

There are over 300 more children on waiting lists!

They would like more volunteers!

These pupils also take part in tasks to develop lifelong skills: orienteering, hiking, rafting BTech studies, Bake off, camping D of E etc etc.

They would really like to volunteer for any activity as it supports their badges for community involvement and also helps develop the Scouts visibility and reputation.

Please think of inviting them if you have an activity that you would like them to support!

	21st June
	Krazy Races Scrutineer Event, Cheshire Roof Repairs, Parkview, Mobberley Rd, Knutsford
	Had a lovely time looking at carts and chatting to the organizers and other racers



	22nd June
	Neuromuscular Centre (NMC), Neuromuscular Centre (NMC), Winsford
	Open Day


	22nd June
	Sir John Deanes College


	A wonderful evening celebrating the successes of pupils from a huge range of schools. These pupils are clearly integrating well into their A levels and are showing aptitude in all areas. We were entertained by one of these talented pupils who sang at the start of the evening.



	30th June
	Daneside Court, Northwich


	Open Day


	30th June
	Daneside Mews, Northwich

	Open Day



Cllr Janet Illidge gave an update on Derek Bowdon – Janet has been to see Derek in hospital a couple of times since he was taken in last week. He has had back pain for some time now and the MRI scans show 3 broken discs. The consultants in Leighton will send Derek to Stoke Hospital. Derek misses everyone but he is happy that Northwich is in good hands.
Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Kate Cernik Dept Town Mayor

NTC 23/21   TOWN CLERKS REPORT
Summer Bedding 

All summer bedding, hanging baskets and barriers are now installed throughout the town centre and towns that employ our services to install their flower displays. This year has been very challenging due to the extreme heat but once again our staff have risen to the challenge. Many thanks to them all for their continued commitment to keeping the town and surrounding areas looking full of colour.

Cllr Catriona Stewart commented on how lovely the baskets in town are looking and wondered if we had thought about increasing wildflower areas and areas that can be planted out with shrubs that are lower maintenance and do not need watering. Cllr Catriona Stewart and Cllr Andy Kent commented on the amount of wildlife the wildflowers encourage and that the public need education on the fact that the wildflowers might not always look as tidy and beautiful as the baskets, but they encourage wild life, bugs and insects to areas which is of great importance and installing signs in the wild flower areas would be helpful in explaining this to people. TC said that the wildflower areas in Witton Cemetery, the Church yard and Verdin are planted out each year but maybe Verdin area could be increased in size if the areas are maintained and looked after.

Cllr Bob Cernik said it might be worth speaking with CW&C about new areas that could be planted with wildflowers.
Cllr Lee Siddall agreed people needed to be educated on how wildflowers provide a place for the wildlife to live.

Cllr Janet Illidge commented on how much she liked the CW&C area on Apple Market and the wildflowers.

Cllr Kate Cernik suggested a sub committee to be set up which could discuss the environmentally friendly and economic cost effective for setting up this project.

Proposed to hold set up a subgroup to discuss wildflower areas. TC to send out an email inviting members who wish to attend. 
Proposed Cllr Andrew Cooper, seconded Bob Cernik, all in favour

In Bloom 

We will once again be entering the In Bloom competition following on from our Gold last year. This will once again be led by the BID who will submit the portfolio.

Town Centre Flagpole 

We have been approached by CW&C Council to installing a flagpole in the town centre that will be managed by NTC, the location would be Barons Quay as this is where we hold any vigils that take place. TC would approach partners for contributions toward cost.

Cllr Lee Siddall suggested speaking with Schools to design a Northwich flat that could be displayed.

Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Kate Cernik Dept Town Mayor

Cllr Catriona Stewart suggested we display lots of different flags representing different groups.
Cllr Kate Cernik suggested with take this to Amenities to develop a flag policy.

Proposed that we install the flag pole in the suggested area within Barons Quay.

Proposed Cllr Andrew Cooper, seconded Cllr Catriona Stewart, all in favour
Grub Club
The next Grub Club is July 6th and will once again be situated in Barons Quay.

Northwich River Festival 

Northwich River Festival will take place on Saturday 15th July and this time will be just over 1 day, the main event will be the dragon boats and Visit Northwich will have a boat in the race as we defend our win from last year.

Northwich Krazy Races 
Krazy Races will take place on Sunday 16th July, following on from a successful evet last year we are hoping the event will attract thousands of visitors into the town. We will be entering a cart under the Visit Northwich banner to promote the town and its businesses. 

TC asked if any members would like to drive the kart or be part of the pit crew for the day helping to promote the town.

TC to email all members to ask if anyone would be interested. Cllr Andrew Cooper was voted to drive the cart… if no one else agrees to do this.

Cllr Arthur Neil left the meeting at 7pm
Give & Gain

TC updated members that the first area to concentrate on will be near Sainsbury/Matalan. TC intends on getting full support from Sainsbury/Matalan to carry on litter picking and maintaining this area once it has been tidied.

New Play area at Rose meadow
TC and Cllr Andrew Cooper have been following Rose Meadow development and have been in discussions with CW&C and the house builder. Part of the planning regulations say they have to construct a play area. This is normally built with very basic play equipment of poor quality and onto grass rather than wet pour and the areas are not maintained. After approaching Bellway homes, they have agreed (after much discussion) to give 90K for NTC to provide and construct a play area and the land to be asset transferred to NTC. We would install the kit, maintain the area, and put in good quality kit. 

Cllr Andrew Cooper informed members that the Rose meadow play area will be adjacent to the new woodlands area that will be used by many people which will also mean the play area will be used by many children that are passing through the area rather than just the 200 plus houses that will be resident in the area. It would be unfair for this area to be paid for by the residents to maintain and far better to come out of NTC budget.

Proposed Cllr Andrew Cooper, Seconded by Cllr Graham Emmett, all in favour.

Cllr Joanne Callaghan left the meeting 7.21pm
Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Kate Cernik Dept Town Mayor

NTC 23/22
SKATEPARK
There has been a week delay with contractors starting work on the Skatepark due to a member of their staff being rushed to hospital. This is due to start now next week.

Throughout the build the TC will give weekly updates on progress to members and also through our social media platforms. 

Once completed we will arrange an opening event, details of this will be worked on as we go through the build and a date will be set to invite the community and partners.

NTC 23/23
VERDIN PARK 
The Verdin Park Music Festival took place over 3 days from 9th to 11th June. There has been  very positive feedback from people attending. 
We had increasing costs for medical, security and infrastructure and we looked at ways to save money and generate income.  Income was generated by running our own bar and charging food outlets and the fairground to come onto site. This proved extremely successful and was obviously helped by the fantastic weather we had over the weekend even though the Saturday night was interrupted by the threatening thunder and lightning which thankfully missed us.

The total cost to stage the event was £23,856 and we generated an income of £18,917 meaning the cost to the Council to stage this 3-day free event for our residents was £4939. 

The TC thanked all our suppliers, traders, artists but more importantly our staff volunteers and Cllrs who worked so hard over the 3 days, without them this event could not be possible.

We have already been asked if the event will take place next year, we have been approached by partners asking if they can be involved with the event. 

TC said if the event is to take place next year, we can look at sponsorship opportunities with local businesses. TC said we have an ideal opportunity to make this 3-day event one of the biggest free music festivals in the area so Chris would like to explore how the next event will look and report back to Council with a proposal. 

Many of the Councillors said it was a really good event.

Proposed Andrew Kent, Seconded Graham Emmett that TC explores next years event and reports back to Council
NTC 23/24
EMR 
Our earmarked reserves (listed below) were approved previously but we need to approve each year as requested by our auditor.

· Teen Wheels



2,000.00
Funding received 
· Verdin Park CCTV


4,000.00
Funding received
· Paddling Pool
     
         

30,000.00
From budget 
· Cemetery Chapel 
         
         
30,000.00
From budget 
· Verdin Park Woodland Trail

9,850.00
Funding received 
· Skatepark


        
20,000.00
From budget 
· Verdin Park Improvements
       
54,000.00
Section 106 
· Vickersway Park Pavilion
       
40,000.00
From budget 
· Cemetery Path improvements 
35,000.00
From budget 
Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Kate Cernik Dept Town Mayor

Cllr Andrew Cooper proposed these figures be approved, Cllr Lee Siddal seconded these, all in favour
NTC 23/25
CW&C COUNCILLOR UPDATES
Cllr Andrew Cooper updated members on HS2 bill and litigation. CW&C submitted a petition against the bill, as did NTC regarding the effect on schools, landscape, and highways. Last week HS2 agreed that 25 mitigations would be agreed and secured and written into the bill by the secretary of estate. Cllr Lee Siddall asked when our petition will be looked at, Cllr Andrew Cooper said some of our issues have been addressed in the CW&C petition, our petition is a separate issue and will be addressed later.

Cllr Kate Cernik thanked Cllr Andrew Cooper and Cllr Graham Emmett for their time and work put into this and for keeping members updated.

NTC 23/26
 OUTSIDE BODIES
Cllr Lee Siddall commented on how good the scooter rally event had been in town last weekend, well attended and great for the town and businesses.

Cllr Andrew Kent updated members on the Mid Cheshire Line, he said punctuality has improved and they are doing their best with what they have due to the cut down of services. 
The Northwich Station rebuild has been delayed and should be complete by August, they will then start to look at the interior of the building. 
Speed reductions were put in place on the lines, there is no sign of this being increased again or when they will be looking into this in the future. The bushes that were causing the problem and the need for the speed reduction have now all been removed. 
The South platform action was due to be decided in May, this has now been put back until October. 
Cheshire best kept station is going ahead, hopefully, in the future Northwich will improve and be considered. 
NTC 23/27
 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next Council meeting will be Monday 4th September 2023 (no meeting in

 August due to recess).
There being no more business, the meeting ended at 19.51.
Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Kate Cernik Dept Town Mayor
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