NORTHWICH TOWN COUNCIL

Town Clerk: Chris Shaw
Council Offices, 78 Church Road, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 5PB - 01606 41510 Nor‘thwich
www.northwichtowncouncil.gov.uk chrisshaw@northwichtowncouncil.gov.uk v counet
DATE 13 September 2023

To: The Members of Northwich Town Council’s Planning and Environment Committee.

Dear Councillor

You are summoned to attend the meeting of the PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE to be
held in the Council Offices, 78 Church Road, Northwich, on Tuesday 19" September 2023 at 6.30

p.m.
Yours sincerely
Chrls Shaw
Chris Shaw
Town Clerk

AGENDA
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE OR ABSENCE

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Members to declare any interest under the following categories:
* Pecuniary interest
* Qutside bodies interest
* Family, friend or close associate interest.

3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
Of the Planning and Environment Committee meeting held on Tuesday 22" August and
noted at the Full Council meeting on 11" September to be approved.

4, PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Schedule of planning applications will be submitted.
Recommendations of the Committee are requested.

5. NEXT MEETING
The next Planning and Environment Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 17th
October 2023 at 6.30 p.m.

Councillors:

Clir Lee Siddall ClIr Patricia Parkes Clir Jo Callaghan
Clir Andy Kent ClIr Catarina Stewart Clir Andy Stott
Clir Janet lllidge Clir Andrew Cooper Clir Olwyn Dean

Cllr Catherine Fox



NORTHWICH TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON TUESDAY 22" AUGUST 2023

Members Present CliIr A Stott ClIr Catherine Fox
Clir Andy Kent Clir Andrew Copper
CliIr Patricia Parkes ClIr Catriona Stewart
Clir Jo Callaghan

Also present Mr Chris Shaw — Town Clerk

PL 22/57 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE, OR ABSENCE

Apologies received from CliIr Lee Siddall, Clir Olwyn Dean, ClIr Jo Callaghan,

.PL 22/58 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members to declare any interest under the following categories:
e Pecuniary Interest
¢ OQutside Bodies Interest
e Family, Friend, or Close Associate interest

PL 22/59  SIGNING OF THE MINUTES

Of the Planning and Environment Committee meeting held on Tuesday 18" July 2023
Proposed by Clir Andy Kent, seconded by ClIr Catriona Stewart

All Agreed

PL 22/60 PLANNING APPLICATIONS

1. Oakmere Toyota Manchester Road Northwich CW9 7NA

Proposal: Replace the current Toyota brand signage with the new Toyota illuminated and
non-illuminated brand signage

Reference Number: 23/00141/ADV
No Comment

2. Tesco Stores Ltd Manchester Road Northwich CW9 5LY

Proposal: Erection of new click and collect parking and canopy to include 5x new steel
bollards and area for trolley holding.

Reference Number: 23/02217/FUL
No Comment

3. Lighterage Yard Chester Way Northwich Cheshire CW9 5JJ
Proposal:
Request to fell the following trees/groups of trees:- T1 and T2 - Buddleia T3 -
Ash (immature) T4, T5, T6 - Sycamores (2 x immature, 1 x semi mature) T8 and
T9 - Buddleia T10 - Alder (semi-mature) G1 - 10 x silver birch (semi mature), 1 x
ash (semi mature), 2 x sycamore (immature), 4 x willow sp (semi mature) T11 -
sycamore (mature) T12, T13, T14, T15 - (4 x semi-mature) G2 - 1 x sycamore
(semi-mature), 2 x silver birch (semi-mature), 1 x oak (immature), 3 x ash
(immature), 4 x willow sp (immature), 1 x rowan (immature) G3 - 1 x alder
(immature), 3 x crack willow and 25 x goat willow (immature/semi-mature)
Trees to be CROWN LIFTED: T7 - Sycamore (mature) to provide sufficient
clearance to access the manhole underneath the canopy

Reference Number: 23/02375/CAT



No Comment

Land To Side of 2 Cranage Lane Northwich Cheshire CW9 7LY
Proposal: Erection of 2 semi-detached dwellings with associated landscaping

Reference Number: 22/03897/FUL

Members asked if trees could be donated to Northwich Town Council to replace the felled
trees

52 Kingsley Drive Northwich CW9 8AZ

Proposal: Felling of Sycamore tree

Reference Number: 23/02316/TPO

Members felt the tree should stay and not be felled as Councils had an obligation to
increase biodiversity.

3 Carlton Road Northwich CW9 5PR

Proposal: Part two storey part single storey rear extension, part two storey side
extension, addition of windows to side

Reference Number: 23/02315/FUL

No Comment

Hardwick House 5 Brockhurst Mews Northwich CW9 8SH
Proposal: Single storey rear extension

Reference Number: 23/02085/FUL

No Comment

Land Adjacent To Orchard Lodge Off Withington Close Northwich Cheshire

Proposal: Ereciton of 2 no. two storey residential dwellings with access to include 2 car
park spaces and assocaited landscaping

Reference Number: 23/02399/0UT

Members raised concerns regarding the removal of two parking spaces next to existing
bungalow as this would be the only access into the site if this development went ahead.

Original application stated that 2 spaces would be provided.

241 - 243 Manchester Road Northwich CW9 7NE

Proposal: Change of use from commercial to 2 houses and demolition of rear warehouse
Reference Number: 22/03867/FUL

No Comment



PL 22/61 NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting will be held on Tuesday 19" September 2023 at 6.30 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19.22 pm

Date Clir A Stott - Chair



Report to: Planning & Environmental

Meeting Date : 19t September 2023
Agenda Item : 4

Prepared By : Chris Shaw

Subject : Planning Applications

Planning Applications

1. 262 London Road Northwich CW9 8AJ
1x Mature Magnolia - Request for 0.5m reduction to maintain healthy shape. 1x
Semi mature Ash - Request to crown lift from garage approximately 5m to stop
any chance of damage to garage.

Reference Number: 23/02624/CAT

2. 1 Hollybank Close Northwich CW8 4GS
1x Holly - Request to crown thin and shape to maintain healthy shape. 1x Lime
- Request to fell to ground level due to close proximity to house and visible
damage to ground. If felling the tree is not approved, then request to reduce
the tree by 2m and crown thin.

Reference Number: 23/02623/TPO

3. 41 Greenbank Lane Northwich CW8 1JP
Proposal: First floor side extension

Reference Number: 23/02457/FUL

4. Land Off Station Road and Leicester Street Northwich Cheshire
Installation of 3 no. electrical vehicle charging points with associated feeder
pillar and sub station to facilitate EV charging spaces and associated
landscaping works.

Reference Number: 23/02555/FUL

5. Waverley Cottage Brockhurst Way Northwich CW9 8AL
Double storey front extension

Reference Number: 23/02617/FUL

6. Land Off Cookes Lane Rudheath Northwich

Variation of Condition 1 (vary commencement date of Phase 1) and Condition
3 (vary completion date of Phase 3) of 22/02867/S73 (Proposed partial removal
of furnace bottom ash (FBA) bunding comprising of two bunds of lime bed 4
and the temporary manufacture of clinker blocks (utilising the extracted FBA)
and associate works, including removal of lime (calcium carbonate) from lime
bed 4 to lime bed 5, provision of a concrete working platform, temporary
access routes, drainage, erection of hoarding's and landscape restoration -
Variation of conditions 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6,7, 8,9, 11, 15, 16, 17, 20, 23, 24, 42, 43,
and 46, removal of ecological Conditions 34, 35 and 36 and replace with single



condition and removal of Conditions 10, 12, 13, 34, 35, 38, 40 and 41 of

planning permission 18/04735/FUL) at Land off Cookes Lane, Rudheath,
Northwich

Reference Number: 23/02550/S73



Report to: Planning Committee

Meeting Date : 19" September 2023

Agenda Item : 5

Prepared By : Chris Shaw

Subject : DLUHC Consultation on Local Plans
Background

NALC has requested that we circulate the attached briefing to you. They will be responding
to this consultation as many local councils will have an interest in feeding in their own views
on how the local plan making process can be reasonably made more efficient without the
government seeing to implement wildly unrealistic timeframes. The briefing sets out NALC’s
current policy positions and the main consultation questions they will be responding

to. NALC seeks the views of member councils in response to these questions to help inform
their submission to the DLUHC.

Please email any responses to this consultation directly to chris.borg@nalc.gov.uk by 17.00
on 22" September 2023.

Members of the Committee to decide if they wish to respond to the consultation.
Decision of the Committee | is requested.
Chris Shaw

Town Clerk.
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PC2-23 | LOCAL PLANS

Summary

Local plans are generally produced by local planning authorities (LPASs) but local
(parish and town) councils have a huge interest in them and such plans are
directly linked to neighbourhood plans which many local councils produce. The
Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) have issued a
consultation seeking views on proposals to implement the parts of the Levelling
Up and Regeneration Bill which relate to plan-making, to make plans simpler,
faster to prepare and more accessible.

The main consultation document can be downloaded here . The consultation
closes at DLUHC on 18 October, 2023.

Context
The consultation seeks insight on:

e how local plans (and minerals and waste plans) can be made simpler to
understand and use.

e how local plans (and minerals and waste plans) can be positively shaped by
the views of communities about how their area should evolve.

NALC will be responding to this consultation as many local councils will have an
interest in feeding in their own views on how the local plan making process can be
reasonably made more efficient without the government seeking to implement
wildly unrealistic timeframes, also ensuring that the golden thread between
timescales required to update and make local plans and those required to make
and update neighbourhood plans, is retained undamaged.

NALC'’s current policy positions

¢ The government has said it wants to see local planning authorities
reviewing their local plans every five years. NALC will be arguing very
strongly that this is an impractical requirement that places impossible
pressures on LPAs and on neighbourhood planning groups whose plans are
aligned to the local plans. A review every 10 years would be demanding
enough. The emphasis should be on the quality and the soundness of the
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plans and not on the speed with which it might be possible to produce
them.

e NALC will support a planning system which incorporates a significant role
for local councils. It will not support any diminution of local councils’
statutory right to comment on planning issues at all stages of their
evolution, whether they be development planning matters or spatial
planning policies.

e NALC will support a soundly based planning system which represents the
most reliable tool for the sustainable allocation of land, and which
represents the three pillars of sustainability equally, i.e., social, economic,
and environmental factors.

e NALC is arguing for the complete removal of the whole concept of National
Development Management Policies (NDMPs) which will have the effect of
unjustly trumping any local or neighbourhood plan.

Consultation Questions

The main consultation gquestions NALC will be responding to in this consultation
are as below and NALC seeks the views of county associations and member
councils in response to these questions to help inform its own submission to
DLUHC:

Chapter 1: Plan content

Question 1: Do you agree with the core principles for plan content? Do you think
there are other principles that could be included?

Question 2: Do you agree that plans should contain a vision, and with our
proposed principles preparing the vision? Do you think there are other
principles that could be included?

Question 3: Do you agree with the proposed framework for local development
management policies?

Question 4: Would templates make it easier for local planning authorities to
prepare local plans? Which parts of the local plan would benefit from
consistency?

Question 5: Do you think templates for new style minerals and waste plans
would need to differ from local plans? If so, how?



n al‘ t: 020 7637 1865 w: www.nalc.gov.uk
e: nalc@nalc.gov.uk a: 109 Great Russell Street,

National Association London WCI1B 3LD

of Local Councils

Chapter 2: The new 30-month plan timeframe

Question 6: Do you agree with the proposal to set out in policy that planning
authorities should adopt their plan, at the latest, 30 months after the plan
preparation process begins?

Question 7: Do you agree that a Project Initiation Document will help define the
scope of the plan and be a useful tool throughout the plan making process?

Chapter 3: Digital plans

Question 8: What information produced during plan-making do you think would
most benefit from data standardisation, and/or being openly published?

Question 9: Do you recognise and agree that these are some of the challenges
faced as part of plan preparation which could benefit from digitalisation? Are
there any others you would like to add and tell us about?

Question 10: Do you agree with the opportunities identified? Can you tell us
about other examples of digital innovation or best practice that should also be
considered?

Question 11: What innovations or changes would you like to see prioritised to
deliver efficiencies in how plans are prepared and used, both now and in the
future?

Chapter 5: Evidence and the tests of soundness

Question 14: Do you think this direction of travel for national policy and
guidance set out in this chapter would provide more clarity on what evidence is
expected? Are there other changes you would like to see?

Question 15: Do you support the standardisation of evidence requirements for
certain topics? What evidence topics do you think would be particularly
important or beneficial to standardise and/or have more readily available
baseline data?

Question 16: Do you support the freezing of data or evidence at certain points
of the process? If so which approach(es) do you favour?

Chapter 7: Plan examination
Question 22: Do you agree with our proposals to speed up plan examinations?

Are there additional changes that we should be considering to enable faster
examinations?
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Question 23: Do you agree that six months is an adequate time for the pause
period, and with the government’s expectations around how this would
operate?

Chapter 8: Community engagement and consultation

Question 24: Do you agree with our proposal that planning authorities should
set out their overall approach to engagement as part of their Project Initiation
Document? What should this contain?

Question 25: Do you support our proposal to require planning authorities to
notify relevant persons and/or bodies and invite participation, prior to
commencement of the 30-month process?

Question 26: Should early participation inform the Project Initiation Document?
What sorts of approaches might help to facilitate positive early participation in
plan-preparation?

Question 27: Do you agree with our proposal to define more clearly what the
role and purpose of the two mandatory consultation windows should be?

Question 28: Do you agree with our proposal to use templates to guide the form
in which representations are submitted?

Chapter 9: Requirement to assist with certain plan-making

Question 29: Do you have any comments on the proposed list of prescribed
public bodies?

Question 30: Do you agree with the proposed approach? If not, please comment
on whether the alternative approach or another approach is preferable and why.

Chapter 13: Community Land Auctions

Question 39: Do you have any views on how we envisage the Community Land
Auctions process would operate?

Question 40: To what extent should financial considerations be taken into
account by local planning authorities in Community Land Auction pilots, when
deciding to allocate sites in the local plan, and how should this be balanced
against other factors?
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Chapter 14: Approach to roll out and transition

Question 41: Which of these options should be implemented, and why? Are
there any alternative options that we should be considering?

Chapter 15: Saving existing plans and planning documents

Question 42: Do you agree with our proposals for saving existing plans and
planning documents? If not, why?

Your evidence

Please email your responses to this consultation to chris.borg@nalc.gov.uk by
17.00 on 22 September 2023. County associations are asked to forward this
briefing onto all member councils in their area.

© NALC 2023
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