


 NORTHWICH TOWN COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 6th NOVEMBER 2023

Present: 
Cllr Jane Thomas	 			Town Mayor
	
Councillors: 	
[bookmark: _Hlk145494589]Cllr Joanne Callaghan			Cllr Rachel Waterman
Cllr Sam Naylor				Cllr Patrica Parkes
Cllr Lee Siddall				Cllr Andy Kent
Cllr Catriona Stewart				Cllr Andy Stott
Cllr Graham Emmett				Cllr Arthur Neil
Cllr Olwyn Dean				Cllr Alison Gerrard
Cllr Janet Illidge				 

Also present:

Chris Shaw					Chief Officer
Cath Kirwan					Deputy Chief Officer/Responsible Finance Officer
		
[bookmark: _Hlk137037436]
NTC 23/62 	PRESENTATION FROM MILTON WINPENNY ON WILD ABOUT STOCKTON HEATH

Presentation on back alley ways.  Funding has come from the local Service Station and Ikea.  Milton Winpenny hired a local church and bought the planters where local residents came and planted them.  This has improved the area greatly.  Councillors asked a range of questions regarding this successful project.


NTC 23/63 	PRESENTATION FOR CHESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE ON THEIR 2024-2028 COMMUNITY RISK MANAGEMENT PLAN

Presentation on Summary of Proposals from the Deputy Chief Officer.   Community Risk Management Plan is a 4-year strategy which is a legal requirement by the government to setup and identify the risks.  The planning has been around prevention, protection, response, and the higher risk households in Cheshire.  Cheshire Fire and Rescue are also proposing to reallocate the Fire Engines at certain locations and have 5 proposals to improve the service.

More information can be found at www.cheshirefire.gov.uk.

NTC 23/64 	 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE OR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Andrew Cooper, Cllr Julie MacDonald, Cllr Bob Cernik, Cllr Kate Cernik, Cllr Catherine Fox, Cllr Amy Lockett, and Cllr Tom Melville were not present.

NTC 23/65	LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR CLLR AMY LOCKETT
Members to approve an extending absence for 6 months

Proposed by Cllr G Emmet and seconded by Cllr A Neil all agreed.



Date………………………  			………………………………….
Cllr Jane Thomas Town Mayor







NTC 23/66	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Members to declare any interest under the following categories:		
	•	Pecuniary Interest
	•	Outside Bodies Interest
	•	Family, Friend or Close Associate interest

Cllr Arthur Neil, Cllr Ms Patricia Parkes and Cllr Sam Naylor declared an interest in any matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council.

NTC 23/67	OPEN FORUM

There were no speakers.

NTC 23/68   SIGNING OF THE MINUTES

The minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Monday 9th October 2023 be confirmed and approved as a true and accurate record.

Proposed by Cllr A Neil and seconded by Cllr L Siddall all agreed.

Minutes to be signed by the Deputy Mayor.


NTC 23/69	REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

To note Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on Monday 16th October 2023 
Noted by Cllr Ms R Waterman

To note Planning & Environment Committee meeting held on Tuesday 17th October 2023
Noted by Cllr A Waterman


NTC 23/70    TOWN MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

Mayor’s diary – October 2023

	14th October
	Royal British Legion – Attended this event with the CO. Chris gave feedback around Remembrance Day logistics. The AFVBC is a breakfast group for veterans who meet Davenham regularly. They also have groups in Winsford. It is a really important group who support veterans with any issues that they might have. They can put you in touch with officers who can support you achieve many things. These include support for housing, healthcare, education and also interview techniques. Chris Samuel from the Armed Forces Covenant Coordinator for CWAC spoke about many of the support networks available as well as activities which might be of interest to the group. It was very insightful, and I enjoyed meeting a number of veterans. He would be delighted to work with any veterans. Sam N also spoke as CWAC Armed Forces Member Champion and would only be too happy to support veterans / serving members get any help they need.

	20th October
	Brunner Mond and Co 150th anniversary weekend. Although this was not one for the Mayor, but open to councilors, I would like to recognize this very special event. The talk, given by Diana Leitch MBE was informative and it was wonderful to hear how Northwich became the heart of industry along with Widnes and Runcorn. I spoke with Hugo Brunner after the meeting and he spoke about Sam N’s desire to return the two statues to Northwich. It would be an incredible achievement and one which we should support Sam to achieve. These two gentlemen transformed Northwich and it would be fitting to see them back in town.

	24th October
	Meeting Len Cotterell at the Warrington Museum of Policing. Len talked about his role within the CNC and how this impacted on Cheshire. He was extremely informative and I was so pleased to hear him speak. I would thoroughly recommend a visit to this museum – although in Warrington is a museum for all of Cheshire

	28th October
	Launch of the Poppy Day Service. This is the start of the Poppy Day Appeal. Money raised supports families of veterans as well as those who are still serving. 





NTC 23/71   CHIEF OFFICER REPORT

Northwich Ticket Office
Following on from the Government Consultation on the closure of all ticket offices, we have received news that this will now not go ahead due to public outcry and the Government have made a u-turn in their decision.  Many thanks must go to everyone that has responded to the Consultation to make the Government aware that this was just not acceptable.

Tree of Lights/Cheese and Wine Evening
We are holding two Mayoral events during December including the popular Tree of Lights ceremony in Witton Cemetery and also a Cheese and Wine evening.


NTC 23/72	POLICE UPDATE

Please find the attached newsletter which covers all of Northwich north teams. 

In terms of the town centre, the main problem areas still remain and stand

· ST HELENS
· BARONS QUAY
· VICKERSWAY
This are an LPU priority and will remain so until we are satisfied that activity has been deterred. 

The general ASB within the town centre has been minimal, with no reported incidents recently of it occurring. There has been a report of a hate crime by MP Mike AMESBURY occur at the beginning of OCTOBER at MCDONALDS with a group of young girls and a female with facial deformity. This has been investigated and dealt with proportionately and accordingly based on the evidence provided. 

BARONS QUAY – vehicle ASB. There has been reports and complaints about vehicle ASB by residents. These reports have been investigated and dealt with proportionately and reasonably with the evidence provided. Meetings are ongoing with BQ to barrier off the top car park at BQ to prevent an increase in calls. 

We had business crime week in the town centre – W/C 16/10. We brought over the safety bus that is part of the safer streets roll out to Cheshire, for business and night time economy.





Date………………………  			………………………………….
Cllr Jane Thomas Town Mayor










We had another OP JOINTLY that was organised and took place on the town centre, with a multi-agency approach to the licensed premises on the town centre. This was the police and an external drugs dog visiting licensed premises in the town centre. Some positive feedback from another visit, showing licences being adhered to, some changes being made within some premises and 7/8 stop searches due to indications from the drugs dog. 

2 x repeat offenders for drugs remain in custody pending trial. 

The caravan in which a closure order was placed on by police, was lifted in SEPTEMBER. 

However, it still remains on MAGDALA PLACE due to the owner being in prison on remand. WVHT are dealing with the removal of the caravan, however their removal company went and refused to move it due to someone being in there. They failed to inform police they were attending. WVHT are arranging for a further visit for it to be removed with police presence. This is on WVHT land and is a fire hazard, ASB risk the further it remains stationary. It is not road worthy and if moved, requires 999 calls to police if seen. 

OP TREACLE took place W/C 30/10 for Halloween. This raised extra staffing to focus on reports of ASB, fires, violence and damage that were linked to Halloween. Northwich was not as merely affected as Winsford was by these reports and demand. 

Quite a few previously homeless individuals have now been housed in Victoria House, with the homelessness coming from the closures in HARTFORD. These individuals do have family local who they are in between staying with. They are aware of who to contact and have been provided with information packs on who to contact. 


NTC 23/73	COUNCIL CODES

Consultation from Peter Cooper

Members reviewed new Council Codes within the report and it was proposed that these be accepted en bloc.

Proposed by Cllr A Stott and seconded by Cllr A Neil all agreed.

NTC 23/74	REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND 

Saturday 11th November 2023 
Northwich Town Council will be holding a short service starting at 10.40 am at the Cenotaph on Church Road followed by the 2-minute silence at 11.00 am.
The Royal British Legion and the Town Mayor will then lay a wreath.

Sunday 12th November 2023 
On Sunday 12th November the town parade and Act of Remembrance will take place.
Timings below 
· 9.00am - Parade to assemble on Victoria Club Car Park 
· 9.30am – Parade to form on Sheath Street ready for the step off at 9.40am 
· 10,00am – Church Service in St Helens Church 
· 10.45am – Gather at the cenotaph on Church Road 
· 10.50am – Act of Remembrance Service 

Date………………………  			………………………………….
Cllr Jane Thomas Town Mayor






· 11.00am – 2 Minutes Silence 
· 11.05am – Laying of Wreaths 
· 11.20am – Parade to reform 
· 11.25am – Parade to march to Brio 
· 11.40am – Tea & Biscuits in Brio 
All are welcome to both services and we hope to see as many people as possible remembering our fallen.


[bookmark: _Hlk105573962]NTC 23/75	CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA

On Saturday 25th November Northwich will hold its annual Christmas Extravaganza in and around the town centre.

The event is organised by Northwich Town Council, Northwich BID, Barons Quay with help from local organisations.

We once again will be having an Ice Rink which will be sponsored by Radio Northwich and this year, we will be doing themed skate sessions into the evening.

Activities throughout the day will include the following:

Christmas Crazy Golf, Outside Barclays, High Street, 12pm – 4pm
Ice Rink, Apple Market Place
Christmas Library Bus, Apple Market Place, 10am – 4pm
Christmas Sleigh & Wonderland by King’s Delicatessen, Witton Street, 12pm – 4pm
Christmas Markets, Outside Santander, Witton Street, 11am – 4pm
Christmas Storytelling, Barons Quay VAC Gallery, Slots at 12.30pm 1.30pm, 2:30pm and 3:30pm
Christmas Craft Village, By the Library, Witton Street, 12pm – 4pm (for info this is Glitter Tattoos, Face Painting, Christmas Crafts and Christmas Colouring)
Christmas Games, Outside Quayside, Witton Street,12pm – 4pm (Narnia Ring Toss, Get Santa Down the Chimney, Nutcracker Hoopla)
Barnton Circus, Witton Quarter, 2pm – 4pm (Shows throughout)

Santa’s Grotto, Swing Grill, Funfair, Live Music, Lantern Parade, Light Switch on, Fireworks 
We still require some help throughout the day so if any member wishes to lend a hand can you please let me know ASAP.


Cllr Ms A Gerrard left 19.30pm


NTC 23/76	CW&C COUNCILLOR UPDATES

Cllr A Neil has spoken with Developers from Winnington and updated members.

Cllr S Naylor raised concerns regarding Cheshire Fire & Rescue and will be listening to the Union Rep and members of staff.

NTC 23/77	OUTSIDE BODIES

Cllr A Kent updated members on the Mid Cheshire Community Rail Partnership on a recent meeting regarding Northwich Train Station, unfortunately there is no completion date set.    The bid for disabled access has been put back again but should hear at the end of the January 2024 for another update.  New signage which will show a map of Northwich and places of interest to be installed at the train station to be funded by Northwich BID and the Town Council will support this too.
Date………………………  			………………………………….
Cllr Jane Thomas Town Mayor




Cllr A Neil left 7.40pm
Cllr L Siddall updated members on the recent activity from Environmental Agency from the recent Storm Cianr and is happy that Northwich is protected by these defenses and to thank Cheshire West for their hardwork in this matter.
Cllr Ms O Dean, on a Monday we have a community café which is serving warm food at The Venue, Rudheath.  16th November Multi Agency Service and has asked for any other partners to share information.  Mini Cops is for Year 5 children and Rudheath Primary School have signed up to this.
Cllr Ms C Stewart spoke about childrens artwork to be displayed at the Train Station and is looking for funding.
Cllr Ms J Thomas extended her thanks to both Chris Shaw and Cath Kirwan for their work on Saturday 4th November at Firefest. 

NTC 23/78	EMERGENCY ITEM - TRAILOR

We are looking to replace our existing tractor trailer due to the current condition.  The trailer is over 10 years old and is showing considerable signs or wear and tear. Due to its current condition, it will need to be replaced ASAP.
3 suppliers were contacted, quotes are below.

Option 1 Preferred option
Malpas trailers – Local company Fleming 6 tonne TR6 Tipping Trailer supplied with mesh muck boards.
£5500

Option 2
Marshal Trailers – HD 6 dumper trailer
£7000
Extension Boards £300 extra

Option 3
Jacksta – 6 Tonne Single axle trailers supplied with high sided muck boards.
£5579
All prices are plus Vat. 

Option 1 - Proposed by Cllr G Emmett and seconded by Cllr A Neil all agreed.


NTC 23/79	 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next Council meeting will be Monday 4th December 2023

There being no more business, the meeting ended at 8pm and moved to part B








Date………………………  			………………………………….
Cllr Jane Thomas Town Mayor
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