
 NORTHWICH TOWN COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD ON MONDAY 9th OCTOBER 2023
Present: 

Cllr Jane Thomas
 


Town Mayor
Councillors: 

Cllr Joanne Callaghan


Cllr Rachel Waterman

Cllr Kate Cernik



Cllr Sam Naylor


Cllr Catherine Fox



Cllr Lee Siddall

Cllr Amy Lockett



Cllr Andy Stott
Cllr Bob Cernik



Cllr Arther Neil

Also present:

Chris Shaw




Chief Officer
Cath Kirwan




Deputy Chief Officer/Responsible Finance Officer
NTC 23/47 
PRESENTATION FOR 150th MILTON WINPENNY ON WILD ABOUT STOCKTON HEATH
Apologies received.
NTC 23/48 
 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE OR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Andrew Cooper, Cllr Graham Emmett, Cllr

Julie MacDonald, Cllr Olwyn Dean, Cllr Alison Gerrard, Cllr Janet Illidge, Cllr Andy Kent,

Cllr Catriona Stewart, and Cllr Tom Melville. Cllr Patrica Parkes and were not present.
NTC 23/49
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members to declare any interest under the following categories:




•
Pecuniary Interest


•
Outside Bodies Interest


•
Family, Friend or Close Associate interest

Cllr Arthur Neil and Cllr Sam Naylor declared an interest in any matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council.
NTC 23/50
OPEN FORUM

There were no speakers.
NTC 23/51   SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Monday 11th September 2023 be confirmed and approved as a true and accurate record.
Proposed by Cllr Arthur Neil and seconded by Cllr Lee Siddall all agreed.
Minutes to be signed by the Dept Mayor.
Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Jane Thomas Town Mayor

NTC 23/52
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

To note Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on Monday 18th September 2023 

Noted by Cllr Lee Siddall
To note Planning & Environment Committee meeting held on Tuesday 19th September 2023

Noted by Cllr Andy Stott
NTC 23/53    TOWN MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS
September has been a wonderful moth where there have been a number of events which I have had the pleasure of attending

	03/09/23
	Butterfly Trail
We started this month with a Mayoral event – a butterfly trail and BBQ at Vickersway park. The event was quite well attended, but as the weather was unexpectedly hot, there were less children attended than we anticipated. A small sum was raised which will go towards celebrating those who have been affected by breast cancer. Many thanks to Toppers who provided wonderful prizes and to Chris and Cath who supported me at the event.

	10/09/23
	Parkinson Walk. There are over 153000 people in the UK living with Parkinsons. This is a degenerative condition which presents in many different ways. I was invited to support the walkers in Marbury Park for this national events and was privileged to meet many people who worked with / lived with and were affected by this disease.

	15/09/23
	The Northwich Beer Festival. I was invited to join the start of this weekend of festivities and sample a non-alcoholic beverage. It was thriving and it is another event which puts Northwich firmly on the map! Many thanks to Rotary for running it.

	16/09/23
	Warrington Police Museum Open Day. Peter Hampson, the curator of the museum gave me a tour of the station. It is a really excellent event and worth a visit. It is another example of the police working with local communities to break down barriers. If you are in Warrington, it is certainly worth a visit.

	16/09/23
	Northwich Rowing Club Presentation Evening. The rowing club is another example of a successful group of inclusive individuals who are helping put Northwich on the map. I was joined by Chris Atherton, Principal of Sir John Deans to award prizes to members. It was a wonderful evening which celebrated success of many individuals and groups. 

	22/09/23
	Opening of the Sheeran Skate Park. What a privilege to be able to open this skatepark! It looks incredible and was enjoyed by many on the day and is going to be an asset for the community in the future. A huge thank you to Chris who worked extremely hard to see this vision to fruition, both to generating the funding, working with the community and supporting and incredibly hard-working team from Wheelscape who worked long hours to get it open. It is also important to mention Ross and Shaun from the Skatepark community who tirelessly campaigned for this to happen. 



	21/09/23
	Dementia Friendly, Northwich – Deputy Mayor attended.

	22/09/23
	The Butterfly Breast Cancer Awards. I was invited to attend the first awards ceremony celebrating those who lived with or where affected by this awful disease. Sarah Pickles who launched these awards spoke about how this disease transforms people which is why the butterfly is the logo.  It shows growth and change. It was a deeply moving evening and a privilege to join these wonderful guests.

	23/09/23
	Opening of the Northwich Rugby Clubhouse. It was a privilege to join the #teamofthetown for the opening of the clubhouse. The transformation of the meeting room was incredible – especially when it has only been 11 months since the arson happened. It is wonderful to see this community working together. 
I was honoured to present many awards, but especially the Cap to the new life presidents, Chairman Colin Johnson and our wonderful freeman of the town, Derek Bowden.

	23/09/23
	Macmillan’s Coffee Morning and Art Gallery. I was thrilled to be able to revisit some of the incredible artists that I had met during the Art Trail in August and have an afternoon tea with them. The art was yet again, incredible and if you are looking for some exceptional Christmas presents, these pieces would be really worth considering. Tom and Carey Hillier will be in Blakemere in November and Carol Dooley, Lorraine Blundell and Susan Treeton are showing their work in town.
The artists raised over £400 for Macmillans. An incredible achievement

	28/09/23
	Freedom Fibre Awards for Communities – Deputy Mayor attended


Cllr Sam Naylor would like to praise the Mayor for her attendance at events

NTC 23/54   CHIEF OFFICER REPORT
Church Walk Paddling Pool 
The pool is now closed for the season and we will begin the annual shut down of the site, 2 of the pumps developed faults at the end of the season and these will need to be looked at and repaired or replaced. 

Rose Meadow Play Area 
This initiative is progressing, and the landscape architect is in receipt of the consultation responses. They will now come up with a design and this will be presented to the residents and the house builder for approval. 

Rememberance Sunday 12th November 2023 
Preparations are underway for this years Remembrance Parade, as in previous years we will march from Crumb Hill to St Helens Church for a service before the Act of Remembrance at the Cenotaph and parade back to Brio for refreshments.
Further details will be sent to all members this week.

Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Jane Thomas Town Mayor

Christmas Extravaganza
The Christmas Extravaganza will take place on Saturday 25th November and will again see a whole list of activities throughout the town including the very popular ice rink. Again, further details will be sent out this week regarding the range of activities that will be showcased throughout the day. 
NTC 23/55
POLICE UPDATE
Sergent Brundell and PCSO Karen Nixon came and presented the Council with information about Summer 2023 – Youth Local Neighhood Policing Unit.  There has been a range of activiites which have been free and they have included Football Sessions on a Friday evening at Moss Farm where approx. 400 children had attended.  There has been a Summer Sports Camp for children aged 6-11 years and Pitch up and Play Camps for children aged 12-16 years and climbing sessions for children 10-16 years.  All these sessions have been very popular and have been a great success.  PC Panda has attended various events in Northwich and is welcomed by all.   Mini Police has been launched at Rudheath Primary School and will also be launched at Kingsmead Primary School.  These include 35 mini police officers who will be sworn in at the end of November.  Feedback from parents has been very positive and residents have also commented of the life skills that these children are learning.
County Lines Drug Activitity took place on 13th – 20th September.  In this time there have been a number of arrests in the area and also out of the area and drug related stop searches have happened too.  There will be another dedicated action in October 2023.

There will be a Halloween and Bonfire Disco at The Venue, Rudheath and presentations at local primary schools.  There will also be Awards at Christmas time where children will be awarded with a Hamper.

ASB has been reduced by 26.5% this summer in the Town Centre and 34.6% overall in Northwich.  Compared to 2022 ASB has reduced by 90% at Moss Farm in 2023.

Thanks were given from Cllr Lee Siddall, Cllr Kate Cernik, Cllr Rachel Waterman suggested funding options.  NTC awarded the Police with £500 towards the Christmas Awards.  And we will be having an Indian Night to raise funds for the summer activities.
Sergent Brundeet thanks all the Working Partners who have been involved.

NTC 23/56
NORTHWICH SKATEPARK 

Following a 10 week build programme Northwich Skatepark is now fully open for our community to use. Users have been extremely positive following the opening of the facility with many posting pictures on social media expressing their delight in the new park. 

CCTV is now installed on the park to reduce ASB on the site and local police officers are engaging with users to build up relationships going forward to ensure the facility is well looked after and respected by all.

Many thanks to all who funded the project including FCC Communities, Rudheath & Witton Together, Cheshire West & Chester Council, Spacehive and Northwich Town Council.

The team from Wheelscape worked so hard throughout the build especially at the end to ensure the facility opened on time, the weather was against us at the end, but they worked long days and weekends to finally deliver the project.

The local skating community were inspirational in pushing this project and we thank them for being so patient while we raised the funds to deliver the scheme.
Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Jane Thomas Town Mayor

We hope that this facility will give many years of enjoyment to our community as we look at our next project for residents.

NTC 23/57
OLD HALL ROAD PLAY AREA CCTV 

Background 

Old Hall Road Play Area was totally referbished in 2022 following consultation with residents. The facility is a firm favourite with the local comunitty and is in constant use throughout the year.

Unfortunately over the last few months we have seen an increase in ASB on the site with some slight damage to equipment. Local PCSO has been informed and is making regular visits to the site but following the sucess of the recently installed CCTV in Verdin & the skatepark consideration should be given to install the same equipment at this site.

Proposal
CO to look at options for installation of CCTV and bring costs back to Amenities Committee for consideration.  
Council agreed that CCTV is a good deterrorant.  Costs are approx. £3000 

Proposed Cllr Ms Joanane Callaghan, Seconded by Cllr Arthur Neil, all in favour
NTC 23/58
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM CLLR LEE SIDDALL ON DYSLEXIA AWARENESS WEEK 
2nd – 8th October, This week highlighted the awareness of Dyslexia.    Lee Siddall was diagnosed with Dyslexia at the age of 10 and felt like a weight had been lifted with being diagnosed.  Cllr Siddall was prescribed glasses which helped but unfortunately the other school children would make fun of him and that stopped him wearing them for a few years.  There are lots of symptoms with Dyslexia and it isn’t just reading and writing that can be affected.  There can be an overlap with Dyslexia and ADHD.  Due to the brain having to work harder this can leave you feeling exhausted at the end of the day.  10% have Dyslexia and 30% have both ADHD and Dyslexia.  At least 4-5 children will leave school without being diagnosed and can’t be diagnosed until after 7 years old.
Councillor’s thanked Cllr Lee Siddall for sharing his experience.

NTC 23/59
CW&C COUNCILLOR UPDATES
Cllr Arthur Neil – many complaints about Potholes in the area.  Number of volunteers cleared the woods at Hunts Lock and Moss Lane and are quite keen to do more areas.  Residents in Winnington will be forming a Residents Group to discuss with the developers problem areas.   Alley ways in Winnington and Castle residents want to improve them. 

Cllr Sam Naylor – two issues to make NTC aware of are that we need to take action towards Winnington Solar Panel Project which will have big implications in the long run as there is no car parking and a large amount of HGV delivering the soil to the site.

Cllr Arthur Neil also commented his concerns on the impact of the infrastructure.  Cllr Lee Siddall agreed with both Cllr Neil and Cllr Naylor with regards to the impact of the traffic.
Date………………………  


………………………………….

Cllr Jane Thomas Town Mayor

Cllr Sam Naylor continued to comment on the impact of this possible development.

Cllr Catherine Fox left 7.35pm

Cllr Sam Naylor second issue was that he has spoken with the Cheshire Fire Authority who will be losing some fire officers and is concerned as the response won’t be as efficient.  A consultation will be coming out.  Unions are willing to come and speak with Northwich Town Council to raise their concerns.  Sam would like to propose we ask the union and fire officers to our upcoming Full Council to raise their concern.  

Proposed Cllr Andy Stott, Seconded by Cllr Lee Siddall, all in favour

Cllr Bob Cernik, had attended Sir John Deanes trustee committee and would like to take a lead of Ethical Investment.
Proposed Cllr Bob Cernik, Seconded by Cllr Ms Rachel Waterman, all in favour

Lee Siddall met with United Utilities and Pete from Grozone with regards to doing a survey on the River Weaver.

NTC 23/60
OUTSIDE BODIES
N/A
NTC 23/61
 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next Council meeting will be Monday 6th November 2023

There being no more business, the meeting ended at 7.50pm and moved to part B
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