Northwich Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2024

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S1 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Northwich Town Council for the year ended
31 March 2024 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor's
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any
local government elector of the area of Northwich Town Council on
application to:
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3. Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on
payment of £ 5 (c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.
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Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: (e)

Notes

This notice and Sections 1,2 & 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority’s website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(a) Insert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b} Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(c) Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

mw-n..k:h T~ -g’_jé:.xc}.\

our resporisiblity for ensuring thétthers Is a souni system of infemél control, including amangaments for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect fo the Accounting Statements for the yesr ended 31 March 2024, that:

1. We have put In piace armangements for-effective Enanclal
manegernent during the year; and for the preparation of

the accounting statements.

2. We maintained an edequate system of internal controd
inchuding moasurea designed to prevent and detect fraud
gnd corrupiion and reviewod lis effectivenass.

3. We took &ii reasonabls steps (o assune cumnives
thai there are no mattars of eclual or potential
noncompliance with faws, regudations and Proper

Praciices thet could have a signilicant finenclal effact

mato proper arengements and socepled rosponsibBy
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| has anly dona what & has the logal powsr b 6o end has
complied with Propar Practices in doing so.

| during the yeer gave off persons interested the opportunily o |
inspeot and ask questions aboidt this authorlty's accounts, |
requirerneris of the Acoounts and Audl Regutations.

8. We carried cut an essesament of the risks facing this

considared and documonied the financial and other risks @ |

authorily and took sppropriate stops to manags those ' fares and deelt with them properly.
tisks, incheding the infroduction of intamal controls andfor
_ extarnal inaurance couvar whare rquired. — - R -
&mmmuﬂ;ommmmya:ma&mmd Wagawmgmmmmw [
effective system of intemal & sccounting conlrole and procedures, fo give an objoctive on wheiher
records and control aystems. \/ — intemal conirols mee! the neets of this amaller authorly.
7. Wa took appropsiate action on el matiers relsed g Wmmu«wmmmwww
in reports from intemnatl and extamal audi. B v " oxtomnal atok. -
B. Wa considered whether any liigation, iiabliikies or i o i msvmg&mddhawamnbmm 1
| commitments, evenis or transections, corrring eiher 4 dwring the year incliding events taking placs after the year
during or afier the year-end, have a financial impact en \/ end ¥ relevent,
fhis austhority and, whera apprepriate, have included them

in tha accounting etatoments.

8. (For local councils onty) Teust funds including
chariisble. in our capacity es the sole managing
trustes we discharged owr aceountabiily
rasponshiiities for the fund(s)/assets, incliuding
financial reporting and, if required, Indapendent
examination or auxdit,

"Plaaso provide oupinnaﬂons to the external auditoron a aeparate sheet for each 'No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the wealmossses idantified. These shoets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

!
has met all of &s responsibitiies whers, ea e biody |

coiporats, # is a sofe managing trustee of a jocal
trust or trusts.

P _—

This Annual Govemance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the maeting where

meefing of the authosity on: approval was given:
e T 258 K .F Gk
and recorded a8 minute refarence: Chair ‘
24\ clork
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

1. Balances brought - 4
forward A

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

Tota! balances and reserves al the beginning of the yesr
as recorded in the financlel records. Velue must agree fo
Box 7 of previous year.

Tolal amount of pracept (or for 1DBS rales and leviss)
received or receivable in the year. Exciude any grants
racejved.

-___', .I E:L

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or recaipts as recorded in the cashbook less
' the precepl or ratesflevies received (line 2). Include eny
L grants received.
4. (-) Staff costs - = ’ Toie! expendifure or payments made o and on behalf
wﬁ m of alf employess. inchude gross salarios end wages,
e # e - : . employers NI contributions, smployers pension
. W« 2 contributions, greluities and severance payments.

- S —_—— -

5. {-) Loan interest/capital g Tota! expenditura or payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 Q made during the year on the authority’s borrowings {if any).

‘8. (-} All other payments - T e “Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash- |

650,429 839,839 book fess stalf cosis (line 4) and foan Interesticapital
: repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried Tolal balanices and reserves at the end of the year, Must
forward 836,949 | 442,781 |oqua(14243 - (4+546).

E.Fta!valueofcashand The sum of alf current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 484,116 | 432,068 | roidings end short term investments heid as at 31 March—

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Totai fixed assets plus The value of all the propedy the authority owns — it is made
fong term Investments 546,264 | 1,466,598 | up of at its fixed asssts and fong term investments as at
and assels 31 March. - o ]

10. Total borrowings The ouistanding capital balance as at 31 March of alf loans

0 0 from third parties (incliuding PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

41a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
{Including charitable)

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
{(including charitable)

The Coundfl, as a body corporate, acls as sole tnustes and
is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.

The figures in the accounting statements ebove
exclude any Trust transactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting | | confirm that these Accounting Statements were

Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountabliity

Retumn have been prepared on either a receipts and payments

or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Govemancs and Accountability for Smafler Authorities — a
rs’ Guide lo Proper Practices and present fairly

| position of this authority.

y Responsible Financial Officer before being

presenig tothe authority for approval

Date 'L('(aé/l."l‘

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3

approved by this authority on this date:

o= jac2a

| as recorded in minute reference:

24 |12

| Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were appro\ved

£, Comudc
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24
In respect of Northwich Town Council - CH0151

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

Except for the matters reported below on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The AGAR has not been approved in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. Section 2 was not signed by the Responsible
Finance Officer before approval.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. The smaller authority has not restated the prior year figure when
revaluing assets in Section 2, Box 9. Please note that the Practitioners’ Guide allows smaller authorities to use any reasonable valuation method,
provided that the prior year figure is restated for consistency and comparability.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

In the completion of the Annual Internal Audit Report, and their detailed reports, the internal auditor has made some recommendations. The
smaller authority should consider these recommendations and ensure that action is taken to address these points in a timely manner, where
appropriate.

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature /// Z”/ ( £ %’M iles] //' Date 19/09/2024
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