



NORTHWICH TOWN COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 2nd DECEMBER 2024

Present:
Cllr Kate Cernik		Town Mayor

Councillors:
Cllr Andy Kent		Cllr Bob Cernik	
Cllr Catriona Stewart	Cllr Andy Stott
Cllr Joanne Callaghan	Cllr Jane Thomas	
Cllr Arthur Neil		Cllr Sam Naylor
Cllr Julie MacDonald	Cllr Janet Illidge
Cllr Patricia Parkes		

Also present:
Chris Shaw			Chief Officer
Cath Kirwan			Deputy Chief Officer/Responsible Finance Officer

NTC 24/69	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Alison Gerrard, Cllr Catherine Fox, Cllr Lee Siddall, Cllr Rachel Waterman, Cllr Olwyn Dean, Cllr Graham Emmett and Cllr Tom Melville

NTC 24/70	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members to declare any interest under the following categories:
Pecuniary Interest
Outside Bodies Interest
Family, Friend or Close Associate Interest

Cllr Arthur Neil, Cllr Sam Naylor, Cllr Patricia Parkes declared an interest in any matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council. 

NTC 24/71 	OPEN FORUM

Members received a presentation from Barbara Dean from Cheshire West Poverty Trust Commission.  Poverty Truth Ethos was built upon two West Cheshire Poverty Truth Commissions (WCPTC), a mainstreamed approach now guides Cheshire West and Chester Council’s poverty initiatives.  The Poverty Truth Advisory Board (PTAB) was established with representatives from public, private, civic sectors, and Community Inspirers. The board meets bi-monthly to influence strategy and policy and amplify voices of those with lived poverty experience.
Community Involvement is co-chaired by a Community Inspirer and the Council Leader's Champion for Poverty and Inequality, emphasising shared governance and lived experiences.
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Barbara Dean emphasised the profound effects of poverty on self-respect, self-worth, and mental well-being.  Barbara highlighted the importance of understanding these impacts and the potential role of education to address poverty’s effects on children.

Cllr Bob Cernik noted existing publications on poverty and urged council members to review them for actionable insights.  Barbara Dean encouraged local councils like Northwich Town Council (NTC) to assist in poverty alleviation.

Cllr Sam Naylor remarked that resolving poverty requires Central Government intervention but acknowledged NTC’s potential to contribute incrementally.  Government budget cuts were identified as a factor exacerbating poverty.

Cllr Catriona Stewart discussed the stigma associated with poverty, advocating for efforts to eliminate it.

Cllr Patricia Parkes, as chair of CWaC Scrutiny, committed to supporting the cause.

Cllr Kate Cernik expressed interest in consulting Barbara Dean for future NTC events related to poverty awareness and intervention.  NTC to explore actionable measures, drawing from the Poverty Truth Commission's publications and Barbara Dean’s guidance.  Continued advocacy and education to reduce poverty stigma and enhance community support mechanisms.  


Members also received a presentation from Jodie Fraser owner of The Strong Girl Collective a gym for females which is based in Weaver Square.  Jodie highlighted her gym as a safe space for women, particularly those who have experienced or are experiencing domestic violence. She expressed interest in expanding services to provide greater support.

An ongoing project to map businesses within and near Weaver Square is underway to ensure proper communication about plans once a development partner is in place.  The development brief emphasises accommodating existing businesses during design and construction phases.  Strong Girl Collective and Goblin Café are excluded from the "red line" of the redevelopment zone.

The walkway from the car park to the gym is poorly lit, causing members to feel unsafe.  Past issues with crime have been mitigated by installing shutters, but lighting remains a pressing concern.

Uncertainty about the fate of buildings on the other side of Witton Walk (e.g., Max Spielman and John Griffiths) prevents new tenancy commitments.  Developers are being asked to prioritise residential spaces in their proposals, reducing the focus on new business units.

Councillor Kate Cernik thanked Jodie for her impactful work in supporting women through challenging circumstances.
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Councillor Sam Naylor suggested Jodie consider opportunities in Barons Quay due to the ongoing redevelopment of Weaver Square.

Chief Officer mentioned an email contact established by Cheshire West Regeneration for concerns related to Weaver Square.

Councillor Kate Cernik encouraged Jodie to address the lighting issue directly with the management company.


NTC 24/72	SIGNING OF THE MINUTES

4.1	The minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Monday 4th November 2024 be confirmed and approved as a true and accurate record.

Proposed by Councillor Jo Callaghan and seconded by Councillor Julie Macdonald

All agreed.

Minutes to be signed by the Mayor.


NTC 24/73	REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

5.1	To note the Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 18th November 2024.

5.2	To note the Planning and Environment Committee Meeting held on 25th November 2024

Members noted the minutes of the meetings.

NTC 24/74	TOWN MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

Mayor’s diary – November 2024

	Town Mayor’s Communications

	6th November
	Purple Poppies - Animals in War

	10th November
	Northwich Town Council – Remembrance Sunday.  

	10th November
	Rudheath Parish Council – Remembrance Sunday.  Attended by Deputy Mayor

	11th November
	Northwich Town Council – Remembrance Service

	14th November
	Sir John Deanes College – Musical Soiree

	23rd November
	Christmas Extravaganza
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NTC 24/75  CHIEF OFFICERS REPORT

Members received a report from Chief Officer.

Chief Officer will be presenting a report to Finance Committee for a 5 year contract for Christmas Lights and will be working on the budget this week.


NTC 24/76	RESIGNATION

Members thanked Councillor Amy Lockett for her work with the council for the last 5 years.

Members noted resignation of Cllr Amy Lockett

All agreed

NTC 24/77	POLICE UPDATE

Community Engagement
Op Sceptre Campaign: Education on knife crime delivered through school presentations (Year 6–11), and knife amnesty initiatives at public locations.
Youth Engagement: Discussions and planning for events with Winnington Youth Club to foster positive activities.
Remembrance Day: Officers participated in services to honour the Armed Forces.

Speed Enforcement and Parking
Speed Monitoring: Conducted at identified areas, with no offences recorded during sessions.
Parking Concerns: Collaboration with the enforcement team and guidance for residents to report issues online.

Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB)
Youth ASB: Declining incidents reported in the town centre, though some issues like vandalism in Weaver Square persist.
Vehicle ASB: No significant reports from monitored areas.
St. Helens Church: Reports have decreased, but police encourage consistent reporting to address issues effectively.
PSPO in Effect: Enables action against public drinking and ASB.

Retail Crime
Two prolific shoplifters arrested, with court proceedings pending. Efforts include patrols, retailer support, and distribution of purse bells for shopper safety.

Significant Action
Successful Warrant: Six arrests made following intelligence work.
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Plans for December
Christmas Awards: Recognising achievements of 44 children nominated by schools, supported by Northwich Town Council.
Operations for Safety: Increased patrols under “Op Jingle,” road safety initiatives, and guidance for delivery drivers on theft prevention.
Speed and Parking Monitoring: Targeted areas identified through resident surveys.

Councillor Stephen Harcombe commented on the recent fire in Leftwich, linked to an unsecured empty building, raised concerns about the responsibilities of CWaC (Cheshire West and Chester Council) regarding property safety.  Suggestions were made for the Town Council to advocate for a social audit of empty properties and explore their potential for community use.  The formation of a task group to address empty building concerns was proposed.

Councillor Julie MacDonald commented that these properties could be used for homeless families in the area rather than having to go and live in Ellesmere Port.

Councillor Kate Cernik proposed that a letter be drafted and sent to CWaC leaders regarding empty assets in the area

Proposed by Councillor Jo Callaghan and seconded by Councillor Janet Illidge

7.15pm Councillor Arthur Neil left.

Councillor Patricia Parkes asked for an update on County Lines and PC Ogden will give an update on this later.

7.18pm Councillor Jane Thomas left.

NTC 24/78  	OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Andy Kent updated members after speaking with MP Andrew Cooper that the rail company will be attending the train station in the future.
Rail Officer Sarah Muir will be celebrating Rail 200 in 2025 which is the 200th anniversary of the modern railway.   

NTC 24/79  	CWaC MEMBERS

Councillor Patricia Parkes highlighted the potential benefits of establishing a Transit Site in Cheshire West during a recent update. Councillor Parkes had recently visited the Transit Site in Middlewich and would like to see something similar in Cheshire West.

NTC 24/80  	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next Council meeting will be Monday 6th January 2024 at 6.00 pm
Councillor Kate Cernik wished everybody a very Happy Christmas. 

Meeting closed 7.35pm.
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