



NORTHWICH TOWN COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 6th JANUARY 2025

Present:
Cllr Kate Cernik		Town Mayor

Councillors:
Cllr Andy Kent		Cllr Bob Cernik	
Cllr Catriona Stewart	Cllr Andy Stott
Cllr Joanne Callaghan	Cllr Lee Siddall	
Cllr Arthur Neil		Cllr Sam Naylor
Cllr Julie MacDonald	Cllr Janet Illidge
Cllr Patricia Parkes		Cllr Stephen Harcombe	
Cllr Catherine Fox		Cllr Rachel Waterman	
Cllr Jane Thomas

Also present:
Cath Kirwan			Deputy Chief Officer/Responsible Finance Officer

Members held a minute silence and remembered David Roberts who was a Freeman of the Town.

Councillor Jane Thomas was awarded her Past Mayors medal.

NTC 24/81	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Graham Emmett, Cllr Olwyn Dean, Cllr Tom Melville, Cllr Alison Gerrard and 

NTC 24/82	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members to declare any interest under the following categories:
Pecuniary Interest
Outside Bodies Interest
Family, Friend or Close Associate Interest

Cllr Arthur Neil, Cllr Sam Naylor, Cllr Patricia Parkes and Cllr Rachel Waterman declared an interest in any matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council. 

NTC 24/83 	OPEN FORUM

Members received a presentation from Rupert Adams and Jon Houghton regarding The Friends of the Plaza.  Rupert Adams informed members that the Godfrey family has decided not to sell The Plaza at this time. Instead, they offered a lease proposal in November. The family retains rights related to performance and acting at the venue. The building, a Grade II listed property, requires extensive and costly renovations, including a new roof and an updated heating system.  Due to these challenges, The Friends of the Plaza have determined that the proposed business model is unfeasible under the current lease offer.

Date………………………			………………………………….
Cllr Kate Cernik
Town Mayor

The Plaza is recognised as a community asset under current legislation, allowing The Friends of the Plaza to bid on the property.   Jon Houghton, who has collaborated with The Plaza for eight years, highlighted the substantial costs of maintaining the venue.  Due to restrictions tied to the building’s listed status, some repairs cannot be undertaken.  Jon confirmed that one final event remains, after which he will step away from organising further events.  Despite potential funding avenues, Rupert Adams noted that the current model remains challenging.

Councillor Jane Thomas arrived at 6.11pm.

Councillor Jo Callaghan expressed interest in continuing events, with licensing held by the Godfrey family.
Councillor Catherine Fox emphasised the need for adequate funding to ensure the building's safety and pledged her support for community interest efforts.
Councillor Catriona Stewart discussed the possibility of exercising the community’s right to buy the property as a community asset.
Councillor Stephen Harcombe inquired about ownership, confirmed as Cheshire Cinema.
Councillor Sam Naylor commended Rupert and Jon’s dedication, highlighting the venue's sentimental value to the Northwich community.

Rupert Adams and Jon Houghton expressed gratitude for the councillors’ ongoing support.


NTC 24/84	SIGNING OF THE MINUTES

4.1	The minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Monday 4th November 2024 be confirmed and approved as a true and accurate record.

Proposed by Councillor Janet Illidge and seconded by Councillor Jo Callagham

All agreed.

Minutes to be signed by the Mayor.


NTC 24/85	REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

5.1	To note the Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 17th December 2024.

5.2	To note the Grants Committee Meeting held on 12th December 2024.

Members noted the minutes of the meetings.




Date………………………			………………………………….
Cllr Kate Cernik
Town Mayor


NTC 24/85	TOWN MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

Mayor’s diary – December 2024

	Town Mayor’s Communications

	1st December
	St. Lukes Hospice Christmas Light up Life Service 
Attended by Deputy Mayor

	3rd December
	Kingsmead Primary School Mini Police

	6th December
	Tree of Lights ceremony

	17th December
	Grozone Christmas Pizza Day

	18th December
	Sir John Deanes College, Spirit of Christmas

	20th December
	Victoria Road Primary School, Christmas celebration assembly



NTC 24/86  CHIEF OFFICERS REPORT

Assistant Chief Officer updated members on the Chief Officers report.

Proposal for a letter to be sent to the Head of Cheshire West and Chester Council regarding a visit to Northwich on current issues.

Proposed by Councillor Stephen Harcombe and seconded by Councillor Catriona Stewart.

NTC 24/87	POLICE UPDATE

PCSO Nichola Faulkner presented to members about the recent Christmas Awards which recognised achievements of 44 children nominated by schools, supported by Northwich Town Council.   

Christmas has been a challenging time, however, the town centre has been quite quiet but unfortunately Storm Darragh ended with a tree falling on a police car.

Police have been active in schools, educating children about staying safe online.  Anti-social behavior (ASB) in the town continues to decline, with increased public engagement noted.

Parking challenges arose due to increased traffic during Christmas Eve openings. Police have advised customers to park safely and consider residents, warning that tickets may be issued if the situation does not improve.  Councillor Catherine Fox suggested placing traffic cones, but it was noted that cones had previously been removed and taken.  Councillor Lee Siddall shared past experiences with similar parking issues, where volunteers in hi-viz vests faced abusive behaviour.  Councillor Kate Cernik offered Northwich Town Council’s support.   Councillor Julie Macdonald proposed discussing car park or room use with Lostock Club, but Councillor Rachel Waterman noted the need for freezer usage.

Date………………………			………………………………….
Cllr Kate Cernik
Town Mayor

Councillor Rachel Waterman asked if there was an update on Leftwich Care Home but PCSO Nic Faulkner said PCSO Lee Robertson will provide an update.

NTC 24/88  	OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Andy Kent reported on a recent meeting with Network Rail, Northern, and the Customer Services Manager where acknowledgement was made regarding deteriorating service levels due to train cancellations and poor service management. 

Councillor Julie Macdonald shared feedback about disabled access challenges at Northwich Station.  A relative was instructed to travel to Greenbank and then back to Northwich to access a suitable platform for disembarking.

Councillor Sam Naylor provided an update on Synergy’s hydrogen storage upgrades and plans for carbon capture from LSEP (Lostock Sustainable Energy Plant).  New legislation concerning incinerators was noted as a significant concern.

Councillor Jo Callaghan raised concerns about recent disturbing noise pollution over the past few weeks.

Councillor Janet Illidge inquired about the potential banning of incinerators by the government. Councillor Sam Naylor clarified that while bans are not in place, stricter regulations are being implemented for new incinerators.

Councillor Sam Naylor, a board member, reported that the college received a positive OFSTED report for its Warrington site. However, the Winsford site was not visited.

Councillor Rachel Waterman provided an update on the care home.  On the day of the fire, an agreement was reached between Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWAC) and the proposed buyers. Further developments will be communicated.


NTC 24/89  	CWaC MEMBERS

Councillor Arthur Neil expressed gratitude to Northwich Town Council for their support in tidying up Castle and plans are in place to install artwork in the area.

A meeting with residents is planned to address issues caused by events at the Northwich Rugby Club, which significantly impact the area.  Updates are awaited from Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWaC) regarding road resurfacing and bus stop installation for Winnington Urban Village.

A new lease for Jubilee Fields is under consideration and will be addressed in the coming months.



Date………………………			………………………………….
Cllr Kate Cernik
Town Mayor

Councillor Sam Naylor reported on receiving a presentation from a developer regarding Weaver Square and expects another presentation from a second developer soon.  Councillor Lee Siddall noted that demolition of Weaver Square was mentioned at the last cabinet meeting. Councillor Sam Naylor indicated that demolition may not occur for approximately two years.


Councillor Arthur Neil and Councillor Julie McDonald left the meeting at 7.35pm.


NTC 24/90  	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next Council meeting will be Monday 3rd February 2025 at 6.00 pm

Meeting closed 7.45pm.



































Date………………………			………………………………….
Cllr Kate Cernik
Town Mayor



