


NORTHWICH TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN MEETING FOR THE PARISH OF NORTHWICH
MONDAY 19th MAY 2025


Present:			Cllr Kate Cernik – Town Mayor

Councillors Present:		Cllr Rachel Waterman
Cllr Kate Cernik
Cllr Bob Cernik
Cllr Lee Siddall
Cllr Catriona Stewart
Cllr Andy Kent
Cllr Jo Callaghan
Cllr Olwyn Dean
Cllr Graham Emmett
Cllr Emma Guy
				Cllr Stephen Harcombe

Also Present:			Cath Kirwan – Deputy Chief Officer/RFO


25/01 	  	PRESENTATION OF SCHOOL ADVANTAGE FUND

Cheques presented to the following schools, Leftwich Primary School, Victoria Road Primary School, Charles Darwin Street Primary School, Witton Church Walk Primary School.


25/02	   	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Janet Illidge, Cllr Patricia Parkes, Cllr Arthur Neil, Cllr Andy Stott, Cllr Sam Naylor and Cllr Alison Gerrard


25/03	   	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

	      	Members to declare any interest under the following categories:
· Pecuniary interest
· Outside bodies interest
· Family, friend, or close associate interest

Cllr Rachel Waterman and Cllr Olwyn Dean – Cheshire West and Chester Council

25/04	CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS

	Please see Annual Report 
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25/05	      AFFAIRS OF THE PARISH OF NORTHWICH

Kate Cernik praised the high standards maintained by Northwich Town Council (NTC) in the town centre and affirmed these will continue.

Bob Cernik spoke about enhancements NTC will deliver in the town centre, the ongoing relationship with Aleta Steel, and the need to build a systemised approach to meetings.

Graham Emmett raised concerns about the poor condition of the town centre toilets, noting frequent vandalism and them often being out of order.  Cllr Graham Emmett also addressed charges for non-residents using the Church Walk Paddling Pool.

Lee Siddall discussed the need for a Changing Places facility after the demolition of Weaver Square, although noted that Brio currently provides one.

Olwyn Dean raised the need to prepare for transgender toilet facilities.

Catriona Stewart suggested same-sex toilets might be more suitable.

Emma Guy inquired about previous toilet facilities; members provided updates.

Lee Siddall emphasized improvements needed at the gateway areas to town, including the bottom of Winnington Hill and the Winnington Bridge.

Catriona Stewart mentioned key areas such as VIN, Winnington Bridge, and Weaver Square, stressing that NTC can only influence Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWaC). Catriona Stewart called for more investment in public art and fostering pride in existing artworks and hopes to see more art in the town centre by next year.

Graham Emmett and Stephen Harcombe discussed VIN parking, suggesting some departments be moved into the town centre. A meeting with VIN executives was proposed, and public consultation is expected soon.

Rachel Waterman raised the importance of maintaining physical CWaC offices in town for face-to-face service.

Andrew Kent asked for an update on the Town Plan from Catherine Fox.

Bob Cernik discussed ongoing efforts to redevelop Jubilee Fields and mentioned multiple bids being submitted.

Jo Callaghan asked about the library garden. Kate Cernik confirmed she would follow this up and supported the idea of a community garden as a local asset.

Andy Kent called for ongoing meetings with CWaC and suggested inviting Charlotte Walton to update members.

Olwyn Dean raised the importance of establishing Assets of Community Value (ACVs) in advance, citing Winnington Park.
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Bob Cernik supported this and proposed engaging with CWaC about empty properties being repurposed for community use. He suggested inviting CWaC reps to future meetings.

Lee Siddall proposed a dialogue with Brunner Mond to bring statues into town.

Kate Cernik supported forming a working group to explore this.

Rachel Waterman suggested using Spacehive to fund statue relocation and proposed commemorating famous Northwich women with a new statue.

Emma Guy raised interest in the Solar Farm Energy project. Graham Emmett updated her and encouraged her to become a committee representative, which she accepted.



Meeting closed 6.30pm.
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