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NORTHWICH TOWN COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 1st SEPTEMBER 2025


Present:
Cllr Julie MacDonald		Town Mayor

Councillors:
Cllr Emma Guy		Cllr Bob Cernik	
Cllr Kate Cernik		Cllr Graham Emmett
Cllr Stephen Harcombe	Cllr Catherine Fox
Cllr Andy Kent			Cllr Patricia Parkes
Cllr Catriona Stewart		Cllr Andy Stott
Cllr Joanne Callaghan		
Cllr Sam Naylor

Also present:
Chris Shaw			Chief Officer
Cath Kirwan			Deputy Chief Officer/Responsible Finance Officer


NTC 25/30	WELCOME TO COUNCILLOR BRIAN HOLLAND

Town Mayor - Councillor Julie MacDonald welcomed Councillor Brian Holland to Northwich Town Council

NTC 25/31	PRESENTATION OF GRANTS AWARD

Town Mayor Councillor Julie MacDonald presented the Grants Award to Friends of Leftwich Primary School.


NTC 25/32	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Olwyn Dean, Cllr Arthur Neil, Cllr Janet Illidge, Cllr Alison Gerrard, Cllr Lee Siddall, Cllr Tom Melville and Cllr Rachel Waterman.


NTC 25/33	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members to declare any interest under the following categories:
Pecuniary Interest
Outside Bodies Interest
Family, Friend or Close Associate Interest

Councillor Arthur Neil, Sam Naylor and Councillor Patricia Parkes declared an interest in any matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council. 

Councillor Emma Guy declared an interest in her role as Parliamentary Office Manager for Sarah Pochin (MP, Runcorn and Helsby).

NTC 25/34 	OPEN FORUM

There were no speakers.

Date………………………			………………………………….
Cllr Julie Macdonald
Town Mayor




NTC 25/35	SIGNING OF THE MINUTES

5.1	The minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Monday 7th July 2025 be confirmed and approved as a true and accurate record.

The following amendments will be made to the draft minutes:

Chief Officer Report: 
Councillor Andy Kent clarified that Polling Cards were mentioned within the Chief Officer’s verbal report. The report was given, and at the time no comments were received regarding polling cards.

Councillor Emma Guy requested it be minuted that the information circulated on social media was incorrect. No decisions regarding polling cards were made. She further stressed that the Council must be transparent and that all residents should be notified of elections by the issuing of polling cards.

Councillor Bob Cernik noted that polling cards were not on the agenda and that the matter arose as part of a verbal report.

Chief Officer reiterated that a verbal report was given and no comments were received. Moving forward, all such matters will be included on the agenda. Chief Officer confirmed he will bring a report on polling cards for any future elections.

Councillor Catriona Stewart acknowledged her social media comments, explaining they were made in reaction to a previous post.

Councillor Andy Kent noted the Chief Officer gave a brief verbal report in relation to an anticipated by-election in the Witton Ward, following the resignation of a ward Councillor, and stated that for cost reasons he was not intending to request the issuing of polling cards for this election. 

Councillor Andy Kent stated he does not believe he has misled anyone and found it difficult to distinguish between his comments and those shared on social media. He noted that no elected members raised concerns at the time of discussion. He expressed his support for polling cards to be issued for all future elections and agreed with Councillor Guy’s position that residents should be informed by polling cards.

Councillor Julie Macdonald stated that polling cards were not issued due to cost, and no Councillor raised objection to this at the time.

Members are required to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record.

Proposed by Cllr Andy Kent and seconded by Cllr Emma Guy

All agreed.

Minutes to be signed by the Mayor.





Date………………………			………………………………….
Cllr Julie Macdonald
Town Mayor


NTC 25/36	REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

6.1 	To note Finance, Amenities & General Purposes Committee meeting held on Monday 21st July 2025
6.2 	To note Finance, Amenities & General Purposes Committee meeting held on Monday 18th August 2025
6.3 	To note Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 28th July 2025
6.4 	To note Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 26th August 2025

Members noted the minutes of the meetings.

NTC 25/36	POLICE UPDATE

Members received a report from PC Estcourt. 

JUNE - AUGUST 2025 WESTERN Stats:
 
Attended 91.4% of G1 incidents within 15 minutes.  3529 G1 incidents reported.
 
Attended 86.1% of G2 incidents within 60 minutes.  3627 G2 incidents reported.
 
NORTHWICH LPU Residents Voice Survey:
504 responses for June - August – Parking (54), Speeding (71), Road related issues (60)
31.1% tend to disagree that Cheshire Police are dealing with ASB effectively
26.5% strongly agree that Cheshire Police are dealing with ASB effectively
26% strongly agree that Cheshire Police is visible in their community
26.4% tend to agree that the Cheshire Police is visible in their community
 
PINA COLADA FESTIVAL - ONE REPORTED INCIDENT FOR THE WHOLE EVENT.
 
Officers are now providing a further visible presence almost weekly on the town centre, having a pop-up surgery which has been labelled as cops of the quay.  This is held for a good few hours when officers are on duty over Saturdays.
 
Operation sidelines is a government funded operation providing overtime opportunities for police officers and PCSO's to be visible in certain areas of the LPU. The chosen area that is receiving this attention is Northwich town centre. Pairs of officers/PCSO's have access to an app whereby they must TA themselves at certain areas in the town centre. These areas are chosen from incident demand, consisting of violent and knife crime specifically but includes other high priority incidents. The funding only covers the town centre at this time. 
 
Keeping town centres safe this summer initiative - busy working with Northwich against business crime, crime prevention officers and other agencies engaging with stores, providing support in the form of retail packs for crime reporting, what police require from reports and visible communication form the local team for them to raise any issues.
 


Date………………………			………………………………….
Cllr Julie Macdonald
Town Mayor


Top Incident Location (Winnington and Castle Beat):
ASDA - 20
VICTORIA HOUSE - 20
QUAYSIDE - 17
 
PC ESTCOURT is in court on 12/09 with an application for a criminal behaviour order against a repeat shoplifter and demand on the LPU.
 
PSPO - The enforcement of the PSPO has seen a significant decrease in reports of ASB around Victoria House/St Helens and in the town centre. We continue to enforce the PSPO and have a log report on our police systems of when/where/who we are enforcing the PSPO against.
 
The group of homeless males that were causing a demand on police and a concern for businesses/residents has been misplaced. Although part of the group remains, they have not come to police attention for the past month. One of the main offenders has moved to Ellesmere port.
 
Re-opened operation energise due to increase in reports of vehicle ASB. Ongoing problem solving and multiagency working taking place to mitigate offences. 13 reports of vehicle ASB this year which is up from the previous two years.

Councillor Jo Callaghan asked about domestic violence and is it high in Northwich.  Ell Estcourt commented that any domestic violence can be recorded, possibly a family member.   Councillor Catriona Stewart was surprised by the high figures.  Ell Estcourt commented that this is a very serious incident and is taken very seriously.

Councillor Sam Naylor commented that he has been working on a report on domestic violence and it is recorded every minor detail but the major thing we need to get in perspective, 90% of domestic violence is happening by someone victim knows.

Councillor Kate Cernik commented that she sees a lot of cases in domestic violence in the courts where Councillor Cernik is a magistrate and hopes that education will play a role in this.

Councillor Patricia Parkes commented that she sits on the board for cheshire west and Chester.

Councillor Emma Guy asked for confirmation on how incidents are reported.  Ell Estcourt replied with these can be reported by telephone and then recorded as domestic violence rather than assault and this is more accurate.








Date………………………			………………………………….
Cllr Julie Macdonald
Town Mayor


NTC 25/37	TOWN MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

Mayor’s diary – July and August 2025

	Town Mayor’s Communications

	5th July
	Press Hartford, official opening, attended by Deputy Town Mayor

	5th July
	TedX, The Grange Theatre Hartford, attended by Deputy Town Mayor

	13th July
	Civic Sunday Service, Knutsford Town Council

	23rd July
	Dine with the Mayor, Knutsford Town Council

	25th July
	Rose Meadow Play Area, official opening

	26th July
	Anderton Boat Lift 150th Celebration Event

	1st August
	Witton Street Dental Practice, open afternoon

	16th August
	Pina Colada Event, Northwich

	16th August
	Veterans Summer Ball, Moulton Verdin Club







NTC 25/38 CHIEF OFFICERS REPORT

Members received the report from the Chief Officer.

Cllr Andy Kent asked for clarification of who will be proposing the planning application and Chief Officer confirmed it would be the Hospital Trust.  Everyone can look at the plans and members of the public can comment.

Cllr Catherine Fox agreed that this is wise to have this consultation around the plans as they might need to be changed before submitting the plans.

Members agreed to allow the Chief Officer and Cllr Waterman to explore the possibility of bringing the Dementia Bus this to Northwich again in the future and give a report to Finance.

Proposed by Cllr Emma Guy and seconded by Cllr Catriona Stewart
All agreed

Councillor Emma Guy asked if we could get figures on people in Northwich who have been diagnosed with dementia as there is a big demand in the town for it.








Date………………………			………………………………….
Cllr Julie Macdonald
Town Mayor



Christmas Light Tender 2025 – 2029 
Proposed that the Chief Officer, Chair and Vice Chair of Finance and 2 Finance Committee members look at the tenders and appoint a supplier for our Christmas Light provision to ensure we have the lighting in place for the Christmas period.

Council to give delegated powers for this decision to be approved and then bring to Full Council in October to Approve.

Councillor Bob Cernik, Councillor Catriona Stewart, Councillor Kate Cernik and Councillor Sam Naylor will help choose the designs.

Proposed by Cllr Catherine Fox and seconded by Cllr Kate Cernik
All agreed

Members noted the Chief Officers Report


NTC 25/39	WITTON CEMETERY BADGER UPDATE

Members received a report from Chief Officer regarding the badgers in Witton Cemetery.

Members noted the Witton Cemetery Badger Updates.



NTC 25/40	VICKERSWAY PARK AND CHURCH WALK PLAY AREA
IMPROVEMENTS

Members received a report from the Chief Officer regarding Vickersway Park and Church Walk Play Area.

Members approved improvement work for Vickersway Park at a cost £250k
And Church Walk at a cost of 100k. 

Funding for these projects will be from Section 106 contributions and external funding.

Proposed by Cllr Kate Cernik and seconded by Cllr Jo Callaghan
All agreed

NTC 25/41	NAVIGATION BOAT YARD (ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE)


Members received a report from Councillor Arthur Neil.  Councillor Neil noted that a small group has been working on the issue of the boat yard, which has not been properly maintained. The site has been broken into on several occasions, with items reported stolen.

Cllr Neil requested that Northwich Town Council apply for an ACV (Asset of Community Value) to safeguard the site if it came up for sale in the future.

Proposed by Cllr Jo Callaghan and seconded by Cllr Stephen Harcombe
All agreed



Date………………………			………………………………….
Cllr Julie Macdonald
Town Mayor



NTC 25/42	WITTON CEMETERY PATH REFURBISHMENT

Members received a report from Chief Officer on Witton Cemetery Path Refurbishment

Members to approve Finance recommendation.

Proposed by Cllr Graham Emmett and seconded by Cllr Sam Naylor

All agreed


NTC 25/43 	NORTHWICH SKATE PARK UPDATE

Members received a report from Chief Officer on the recent repair of Northwich Skate Park and the work is much better.

Cllr Kate Cernik thanked the Chief Officer in being very assertive in getting this repair done.


NTC 25/44	STAFF HANDBOOK

Chief Officer would like this item deferring to a future agenda as there were some differences between our staff hand book and the green book that Local Authorities use. 

Proposed by Cllr Andy Stott and seconded by Cllr Catherine Fox

Cllr Arthur Neil left the meeting at 7.15pm


NTC 25/45 	OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Andy Kent updated members that Network Rail will be starting work on the ticket office this month. He noted that CCTV has now been installed near the station to discourage people from crossing the tracks. He also reported that a new train station at Cheadle may affect this line and could reduce journey times, although there is some concern about this decision. The agreement with RMT conductors who have been volunteering their time is coming to an end, and Councillor Kent commented that it would be of great benefit if Northwich could secure an hourly Sunday service. He further highlighted that passenger numbers on the line continue to show a steady upward trend. Councillor Kent informed members that Rail 200 has organised a series of “baton walks” taking place from 22nd to 27th September along the train line, beginning in Manchester and arriving in Northwich on 27th September. A guided walk will take place that day from Northwich to Greenbank, and members of the public are welcome to attend. Bookings can be made through the Rail Officer, Sarah Muir.

Councillor Graham Emmett updated members on the solar farm development. He reported that a group called Stop the HGVs has been formed and has engaged a barrister. The group is considering its next steps to ensure that Cheshire West and Chester Council enforces all forty-one planning conditions attached to the scheme. Councillor Emmett expressed disappointment that the planning appeal had been lost.





Date………………………			………………………………….
Cllr Julie Macdonald
Town Mayor


Councillor Stephen Harcombe asked what could be done to prevent HGVs from using the road, to which Councillor Emmett responded that unfortunately nothing could be done as restrictions cannot unfairly target road users. Councillor Catherine Fox emphasised the importance of ensuring that planning conditions are enforced and expressed confidence that Cheshire West and Chester Council would exercise due diligence. She suggested that a meeting should be arranged with the Council to convey members’ concerns about the decision and to explore the possibility of working together. Councillor Jo Callaghan noted that a similar scheme is in operation in Middlewich.

Councillor Bob Cernik updated members on the buildings at the bottom of Winnington Hill. He reported that he had spoken to Cheshire West and Chester Council, who have issued letters to Riverside House regarding the condition of the buildings. A demolition order has been issued, and the buildings are now up for sale.


NTC 25/46 	CWaC MEMBERS

Councillor Patricia Parkes thanked Cath Kirwan for her support on Pina Colada Day.  Also, the Greenbank Bus Service has been well used by residents.

Councillor Sam Naylor informed members that applications for market traders has opened.


NTC 25/47 	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next Council meeting will be Monday 6th October 2025 at 6.00 pm

Meeting closed at 7.45pm



























Date………………………			………………………………….
Cllr Julie MacDonald
Town Mayor



